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Daily Life of the People of Kashgaria at the End of the 19th
Century: Evidence of Russian Traveler M.V. Pevtsov
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The province of the People’s Republic of China, the Xinjiang Uygur
Autonomous Region has historically been known under various names
– Eastern Turkestan, Chinese Turkestan, Kashgaria, etc. In the early 19th
century this region was one of the least explored in Western scholarship and
IRUWKHLQÁXHQFHRYHUZKLFKWKHVRFDOOHG¶*UHDW*DPH·JHRSROLWLFDOULYDOU\
EHWZHHQ *UHDW %ULWDLQ DQG WKH 5XVVLDQ (PSLUH JUDGXDOO\ XQIROGHG 7KLV
ULYDOU\ZDVRQHRI WKHVLJQLÀFDQWIDFWRUVVWLPXODWLQJLQFUHDVHGLQWHUHVWLQDQ
LQGHSWKDQGFRPSUHKHQVLYHVWXG\RI WKHJHRJUDSK\QDWXUHDQGSRSXODWLRQ
of Kashgaria. Accordingly, in the second half of the 19th to early 20th
centuries, several expeditions were organized that pursued serious academic
goals alongside military, diplomatic, and commercial purposes. One of these
H[SHGLWLRQVRUJDQL]HGE\WKH,PSHULDO5XVVLDQ*HRJUDSKLFDO6RFLHW\ZDVWKH
VRFDOOHG¶7LEHWDQH[SHGLWLRQ·OHGE\DWDOHQWHGVFLHQWLVWDQGPLOLWDU\ÀJXUH
09 3HYWVRY LQ  7KH H[SHGLWLRQ IROORZHG WKH URXWHV RI  (DVWHUQ
Turkestan, the northern outskirts of the Tibetan Plateau, and Dzungaria
studying this vast region’s geography, topography, nature, climate, and
population. The results of this investigation were presented by M.V. Pevtsov
LQDGHWDLOHGDQGFRPSUHKHQVLYHUHSRUWSXEOLVKHGLQ6W3HWHUVEXUJLQ
$QLPSRUWDQWSDUWRI WKLVQDUUDWLYHLVWKHVRFDOOHG´(WKQRJUDSKLF(VVD\RI 
.DVKJDULDµZKLFKUHÁHFWVWKHDXWKRU·VREVHUYDWLRQVDQGWKRXJKWVRQWKLV
region’s ethnic composition, religious beliefs, language, customs, and rituals.
This article offers insights and analysis of the content of Pevtsov’s report,
which provides valuable information about the daily life of the population
of Kashgaria at the end of the 19thFHQWXU\WRDQ(QJOLVKVSHDNLQJDXGLHQFH
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Introduction
7KHSURPLQHQW.D]DNKHQOLJKWHQHUVFLHQWLVWDQG5XVVLDQRIÀFHU&DSWDLQ&KRNDQ9DOLNKDQRY
ZKRZDVVHQWWR.DVKJDUIRUUHFRQQDLVVDQFHSXUSRVHVLQGHVFULEHGWKHYDVWUHJLRQRI 
Central or Inner Asia in the west of modern China, historically called Eastern Turkestan,
Chinese Turkestan, or less often Kashgaria in the following way:
(DVWHUQ7XUNHVWDQLVHQFORVHGE\PRXQWDLQVRQWKUHHVLGHVE\WKH7LHQ6KDQRQWKH
1RUWKHUQWKH%RORURQWKH:HVWHUQDQG.XHQ/XQRQWKH6RXWKHUQ7KHVHPRXQWDLQV
belong to the highest ranges of Central Asia, and form the natural limits of the Western
portion of the Chinese Empire… To the eastward, Eastern Turkestan is bounded by
WKHXQLQKDELWHGVDQG\GHVHUWVRI WKH0DNKDLDQG.DPXO*REL,WRFFXSLHVFRQVHTXHQWO\
a plain between 36° and 43° North latitude, and 70° and 90° West longitude, from the
meridian of Paris.1

The complex and winding history of the region is replete with periods of economic and
FXOWXUDOXSVXUJHXVXDOO\DVVRFLDWHGZLWKWKHKH\GD\RI WKH6LON5RDGWKHWUDGHURXWHVZKLFK
crossed these lands, and periods of decline and degradation caused by prolonged internal
VWULIH DQG H[WHUQDO FKDOOHQJHV %\ WKH HDUO\ th century this region, which was once the
abode of prosperous cities with an extensive infrastructure of trade routes and handicraft
SURGXFWLRQDSOXUDOLVWLFFXOWXUHWKDWHPERGLHVWKHPRQXPHQWVRI %XGGKLVP0DQLFKHLVP
Nestorian Christianity, Islam, had emerged as one of the underdeveloped regions of the
ZRUOGDQGZDVOLWWOHH[SORUHGLQ:HVWHUQVFKRODUVKLS6RPXFKVRWKDW(XURSHDQVFRQVLGHUHG
LWDVDNLQGRI WKLQJLQLWVHOI¶WHUUDLQFRJQLWD·LQWKHYHU\GHSWKVRI $VLD
%XWLWZDVIURPWKLVWLPHWKDWJHRSROLWLFDOULYDOU\EHWZHHQWZRHPSLUHV²WKH¶ODQGIRUFH·
5XVVLD DQG WKH ¶VHD SRZHU· *UHDW %ULWDLQ ² EHJDQ WR XQIROG LQ WKHVH UHPRWH UHJLRQV RI 
&HQWUDO$VLD$FFRUGLQJWR*0RUJDQWKHUHZDVDQLPSRUWDQWGLIIHUHQFHEHWZHHQWKHJRDOV
and objectives of the two empires in striving for Asia. While Russia viewed its eastward
PRYHPHQWDVDQDWXUDOH[SDQVLRQRI LWVRZQWHUULWRU\%ULWDLQSULRULWL]HGSURWHFWLRQDJDLQVW
anything it considered as a threat to its dominion in India.2 Received with the light hand of
the English captain, Arthur Conolly, this confrontation largely determined the historical fate
Capt. Valikhanof, M. Veniukov, and other Russian travellers, The Russians in Central Asia: Their occupation of the
Kirghiz Steppe and the line of Syr-Daria: Their political relations with Khiva, Bokhara, and Kokan: Also descriptions of
Chinese Turkestan and Dzungaria, WUDQV-RKQDQG5REHUW0LFKHOO /RQGRQ(GZDUG6WDQIRUG&KDUJLQJ&URVV
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of many Asian countries in the 19th– early 20th centuries.3
7KHÁLSVLGHDQGPRUHSURGXFWLYHFRQVHTXHQFHVRI WKH¶*UHDW*DPH·ZDVWKHIHYHULVK
GHVLUHRI :HVWHUQSOD\HUVWRDFTXLUHPRUHUHOLDEOHVFLHQWLÀFLQIRUPDWLRQDERXWWKHSUHYLRXVO\
XQNQRZQ RU OLWWOHNQRZQ UHJLRQV RI  &HQWUDO DQG ,QQHU $VLD IRU ZKLFK WKH\ HQWHUHG LQWR
a long and stubborn struggle with each other. Numerous expeditions organized along the
DQFLHQWURXWHVRI WKH6LON5RDGDEDQGRQHGDQGIRUJRWWHQE\WKDWWLPHDOWKRXJKXQGHUWDNHQ
SULPDULO\IRUPLOLWDU\DQGLQWHOOLJHQFHSXUSRVHVQHYHUWKHOHVVPDGHDVLJQLÀFDQWFRQWULEXWLRQ
WRWKHVFLHQWLÀFVWXG\RI WKLVUHJLRQ2QHRI WKHPDLQUHDVRQVIRUWKDWZDVWKHIDFWWKDWWKHVH
expeditions were often led by talented researchers, travelers, and true enthusiasts. And today,
their reports, travel notes, and diaries are often the primary sources for our knowledge of
the geography of many regions of Central Asia and the ethnography of the local people.
Perhaps, without these sources, modern science could hardly judge fairly the history of these
lands.
2QHRI VXFKDWWHPSWVDWÀHOGUHVHDUFKLQ,QQHURU&HQWUDO$VLDXQGHUWDNHQDWWKHHQG
of the 19thFHQWXU\E\WKHGHFLVLRQRI WKH,PSHULDO5XVVLDQ*HRJUDSKLFDO6RFLHW\ZDVWKH
VRFDOOHG 7LEHWDQ H[SHGLWLRQ OHG E\ 09 3HYWVRY 3HYWVRY·V FRPSUHKHQVLYH UHSRUW RQ WKH
H[SHGLWLRQFRYHUVDZLGHDUUD\RI VFLHQWLÀFLQIRUPDWLRQDERXWWKHJHRJUDSK\FOLPDWHÁRUD
and fauna, and population of vast territories of Kashgaria, the northern outskirts of the
Tibetan plateau and Dzungaria. Perhaps, one of the most interesting parts of this report
IRUKLVWRULDQVDQGDQWKURSRORJLVWVLVDEULHI ´HWKQRJUDSKLFµHVVD\ZKLFKSURYLGHVYDOXDEOH
information about the number, social and daily life, customs, and beliefs of the population of
Kashgaria at the end of the 19th century. The main objective of this article is to give, as far
DVSRVVLEOHDJHQHUDORYHUYLHZIRUDQ(QJOLVKVSHDNLQJDXGLHQFHRI WKHULFKDQWKURSRORJLFDO
material that was accumulated during the expedition and described by Pevtsov in his report.

Study of Kashgaria in Russia and the role of M.V. Pevtsov
5XVVLD·VLQWHUHVWLQ(DVWHUQ7XUNHVWDQRU.DVKJDULDÀUVWPDQLIHVWHGLWVHOI XQGHU3HWHU,ZKR
VHULRXVO\QXUWXUHGWKHLGHDRI ÀQGLQJDODQGURXWHWR,QGLDWKURXJK&HQWUDO$VLD7KLVFRXQWU\
was viewed as a natural continuation, in the geographical and ethnocultural respect, of West
or later Russian Turkestan. Partly for this reason, at that time this country was called in Russia
¶/LWWOH%XNKDULD·3HWHUWKH*UHDWZDVVRLQWHUHVWHGLQWKHJROGHQVDQGPLQHGLQ.DVKJDULD
WKDWKHKDGWKHLGHDWRJHWWR<DUNDQGIURPZKHUHWKHPHUFKDQWVH[SRUWHGWKLVVDQG4
6HULRXVDFDGHPLFUHVHDUFKRI WKHLQQHUUHJLRQVRI $VLDLQFOXGLQJ(DVWHUQ7XUNHVWDQ
however, began in Russia in the 19thFHQWXU\6RLQDZRUNE\WKH5XVVLDQ2UWKRGR[
SULHVW DQG VLQRORJLVW ,DNLQI  %LFKXULQ ´'HVFULSWLRQ RI  ']XQJDULD DQG (DVWHUQ 7XUNHVWDQµ
3
4

Peter Hopkirk, The Great Game: On Secret Service in High Asia /RQGRQ-RKQ0XUUD\ 
1/=HODQGKashgariya i perevaly Tyan-Shanya. Putevyye zapiski =DSLVNL=DSDGQR6LELUVNRJRRWGHOD,PSHUDWRUVNRJR
5XVVNRJR JHRJUDÀFKHVNRJR REVKFKHVWYD .QL]KND ,;  2PVN 7LSRJUDÀ\D 2NUX]KQRJR 6KWDED   LQ
5XVVLDQ 
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ZDVSXEOLVKHGLQ6W3HWHUVEXUJ$VLJQLÀFDQWFRQWULEXWLRQWRWKHVWXG\RI WKHKLVWRU\RI 
WKH8LJKXUSHRSOHEDVHGRQZULWWHQVRXUFHVZDVPDGHE\0LU]D$OH[DQGHU.D]HP%HNDQ
RXWVWDQGLQJ5XVVLDQRULHQWDOLVWRI $]HUEDLMDQLRULJLQZKRLQSXEOLVKHGKLV´6WXGLHVRQ
the Uighurs”.6
)URP WKH PLGth century, a new, higher stage in the study of Kashgaria began in
5XVVLD$QXPEHURI UHDVRQVFRQWULEXWHGWRWKLV)LUVW5XVVLDQVFLHQFHDVDZKROHLQFOXGLQJ
VXFK DUHDV DV JHRJUDSK\ DQG HWKQRJUDSK\ KDG E\ WKLV WLPH UHDFKHG D VLJQLÀFDQW OHYHO RI 
GHYHORSPHQWEHFRPLQJRQDSDUZLWK(XURSHDQVFLHQFH6HFRQGO\WKHVWHDG\DQGFRQVLVWHQW
PRYHPHQWRI WKH5XVVLDQ(PSLUHWRWKHHDVWWKHFRQTXHVWRI YDVWUHJLRQVLQ&HQWUDO$VLD
DQGWKHDJJUDYDWLRQRI ULYDOU\ZLWK*UHDW%ULWDLQDQRWKHUFRORQLDOHPSLUHFDXVHGDQXUJHQW
need to explore new lands with the prospect of their further subordination.
It is indicative that during this period an increased interest in the region of Central Asia
LVDOVRREVHUYHGLQ5XVVLDQVRFLDOWKRXJKW%RWKDFDGHPLFDQGJHRSROLWLFDODVSHFWVRI WKLV
SUREOHPZHUHYLYLGO\GLVFXVVHGRQWKHSDJHVRI WKH5XVVLDQPHGLD)RULQVWDQFHRQHRI WKH
authors expressed the attitude of Russian society towards the success of its empire in the
Central Asian region in the following way:
)RUKLVWRULFDOUHDVRQVWKHDXWKRULW\RI WKH5XVVLDQJRYHUQPHQWRYHUWKHSDVW\HDUV
has swept the entire Central Asia or, more correctly, the entire Russian Turkestan in a
wide wave. It is hard to say where this wave will stop and to what extent its powerful
LQÁXHQFH ZLOO UHDFK 7KHUH LV QR GRXEW RQO\ WKDW LW LV JURZLQJ QRW GHFUHDVLQJ DQG
SHUKDSVWKHEORRG\HYHQWVWDNLQJSODFHQRZLQWKH)DU(DVWZLOOFUHDWHFRQGLWLRQVXQGHU
which it will cover most of the Asian continent, or at least those countries where the
Mohammedan religion is professed.7

7KH VWULYLQJ RI  5XVVLD WR WKH HDVW WR WKH GHSWKV RI  $VLD ZDV MXVWLÀHG LQ 5XVVLDQ SXEOLF
RSLQLRQ IRU VHYHUDO UHDVRQV )LUVW RI  DOO DV QRWHG RQ WKH SDJHV RI  WKH ¶5XVVNR\H 'HOR·
newspaper of 1886, the Russian Empire pursued its own commercial and economic interests.
7KH DXWKRU RI  WKH DUWLFOH 6RNRORY EHOLHYHG WKDW 5XVVLDQ JRRGV FRXOG QRW EH FRPSHWLWLYH
ZLWK:HVWHUQRQHVLQ(XURSHDQPDUNHWVZKLFKZHUHDOUHDG\RYHUÁRZLQJZLWKSURGXFWVRI 
the local industry. Therefore, it was necessary to seize the markets of the Eastern countries.
7KH VHFRQG UHDVRQ ZDV VXEVWDQWLDWHG E\ WKH ¶FLYLOL]DWLRQDO· PLVVLRQ RI  5XVVLD ZKLFK ZDV
directly bordered on the East and therefore, in the author’s opinion, had direct contacts with
WKH¶XQFLYLOL]HG·QDWLRQVRI $VLD'XHWRWKLVWKHODWWHUQDWXUDOO\QRWRQO\VXFFXPEHGWRWKH
FLYLOL]LQJLQÁXHQFHRI 5XVVLDEXWHYHQVRXJKWKHUSDWURQDJH7KXV´WKHDVSLUDWLRQVRI 5XVVLD
in the East were completely legal, moral and had an enlightening goal”, in contrast to the


6

7

Opisaniye Chzhungarii i Vostochnogo Turkistana v drevnem i nyneshnem sostoyanii. Perevedeno s kitayskogo monakhom
,DNLQIRP&KDVW·, 6DQNW3HWHUVEXUJY7LSRJUDÀL.DUOD.UD\\D  LQ5XVVLDQ 
$. .D]HP%HNIssledovaniya ob uygurakh // =KXUQDO 0LQLVWHUVWYD QDURGQRJR SURVYHVKFKHQL\D &+ ;;;,
6DQNW3HWHUVEXUJ  LQ5XVVLDQ 
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LQWHQWLRQVRI *UHDW%ULWDLQZKLFKZDVIDUIURPWKH(DVWEXWDFTXLUHGVHYHUDOODUJHFRORQLHV
there just for a predatory purpose. These colonies became the source of the power for
England, which treated them only in terms of economic exploitation, and had a demoralizing
effect on their population. The author concludes his thought with the following words:
The aspiration of the two states to Central Asia, of course, should have caused hostile
relations between them and a struggle, and indeed, relations that cannot be called
IULHQGO\KDYHDULVHQIRUDORQJWLPHDQGDQRQVWRSVWUXJJOHQRWDOORZLQJDQ\WUXFHKDV
been waged between the two powers for a long time. This is an economic war, more
persistent, more inexorable than a bloody war.8

It is no coincidence that in the second half of the 19thFHQWXU\ERWK5XVVLDDQG*UHDW%ULWDLQ
organized a number of expeditions to the region of Eastern Turkestan for diplomatic,
PLOLWDU\LQWHOOLJHQFHFRPPHUFLDODQGVFLHQWLÀFSXUSRVHV7KH,PSHULDO5XVVLDQ*HRJUDSKLFDO
6RFLHW\SOD\HGDVXEVWDQWLDOUROHLQWKHVWXG\RI &HQWUDO$VLDLQ5XVVLD9LFHSUHVLGHQWRI WKLV
VRFLHW\ VLQFH  33 6HP\RQRY7LHQ6KDQVN\ ZDV DQ RXWVWDQGLQJ JHRJUDSKHU WUDYHOHU
and statesman who received a postscript to his surname for his exploration of the Tien
6KDQ 0RXQWDLQV $Q H[WUHPHO\ VLJQLÀFDQW FRQWULEXWLRQ WR WKH VWXG\ RI  PDQ\ UHJLRQV RI 
Central Asia, including Eastern Chinese Turkestan, was made by such Russian travelers,
VFLHQWLVWV VROGLHUV DQG GLSORPDWV DV &K&K 9DOLNKDQRY *1 3RWDQLQ 10 3U]KHYDOVN\
$1.XURSDWNLQ*(*UXPP*U]KLPDLORDQGRWKHUV
,Q WKH VDPH URZ LV WKH QDPH RI  0LNKDLO 9DVLO\HYLFK 3HYWVRY   8QGHU KLV
OHDGHUVKLS ZLWK WKH VXSSRUW RI  WKH ,PSHULDO 5XVVLDQ *HRJUDSKLFDO 6RFLHW\ WKH VRFDOOHG
7LEHWDQ VFLHQWLÀF H[SHGLWLRQ WR .DVKJDULD WKH QRUWKHUQ RXWVNLUWV RI  WKH 7LEHWDQ SODWHDX
DQG']XQJDULDLQPDGHDQRWDEOHFRQWULEXWLRQWRWKHGLVFRYHU\RI YDVWUHJLRQV
of Central Asia for European science. Pevtsov’s journey took place shortly after the collapse
RI WKHVWDWHRI <DNXE%HNDQGWKHVKRUWLQGHSHQGHQWH[LVWHQFHRI (DVWHUQ7XUNHVWDQLQWKH
VVZKHQWKHSRZHURI WKH4LQJ(PSLUHZDVUHHVWDEOLVKHGWKHUH
Mikhail Pevtsov was born in 1843. He was orphaned early and his childhood years were
QRWHDV\%XWLQWKHPLOLWDU\FDGHWVFKRROZKHUHKHZDVHGXFDWHGKHVKRZHGDQH[WHQVLYH
knowledge of history, geography, and mathematics. This uncommon combination of interest
LQWKHVRFLDODQGWKHH[DFWVFLHQFHVKDVFRQWULEXWHGWRWKHIDFWWKDWKLVVXEVHTXHQWUHVHDUFK
and travel reports to Central Asia contained both accurate astronomical and gravimetric
measurements as well as varied historical and ethnographic descriptions.
3HYWVRYGLGPLOLWDU\VHUYLFHLQ7RPVN6LEHULD$IWHUWKDWKHHQWHUHGWKH$FDGHP\RI 
WKH*HQHUDO6WDII LQ6W3HWHUVEXUJZKHUHKHVHULRXVO\SUHSDUHGKLPVHOI IRUWKHIXWXUHFDUHHU
RI DWUDYHOHU,QKHEHFDPHDPHPEHURI WKH,PSHULDO5XVVLDQ*HRJUDSKLFDO6RFLHW\
/DWHU 3HYWVRY VHUYHG LQ WKH 6HPLSDODWLQVN UHJLRQ LQ WKH WHUULWRU\ RI  PRGHUQ .D]DNKVWDQ
DQG LQ 2PVN LQ 6LEHULD ZKHUH KH EHFDPH RQH RI  WKH PRVW DFWLYH PHPEHUV RI  WKH :HVW
6LEHULDQEUDQFKRI WKH*HRJUDSKLFDO6RFLHW\+HPDGHDWULSWRWKHPRXQWDLQRXV']XQJDULD
8
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a detailed account of which was published in 1879. Pevtsov’s next trip took place in Mongolia
DQGWKHQRUWKHUQSURYLQFHVRI ,QQHU&KLQDLQ7KHUHSRUWRI WKLVH[SHGLWLRQZDV
published in 1883.
+DYLQJ VXFK D ULFK H[SHULHQFH RI  VFLHQWLÀF H[SHGLWLRQV DQG DFFXPXODWHG NQRZOHGJH
DERXWPDQ\UHJLRQVRI &HQWUDO$VLD3HYWVRYRQWKHUHFRPPHQGDWLRQRI WKH*HRJUDSKLFDO
6RFLHW\ OHG WKH 7LEHWDQ H[SHGLWLRQ SODQQHG VKRUWO\ EHIRUH KLV GHDWK E\ WKH RXWVWDQGLQJ
researcher and traveler N.M. Przhevalsky. This was Pevtsov’s third and last trip to Central
$VLD7KHUHSRUWSXEOLVKHGE\KLPLQGHVFULEHVDOOWKHGHWDLOVRI WKHH[SHGLWLRQZKLFK
DOVRLQFOXGHGVSHFLDOLVWVLQWKHJHRORJ\WRSRJUDSK\PLQLQJÁRUDDQGIDXQDRI WKHUHJLRQ9
3HYWVRY·VJURXSVWDUWHGWKHLUWULSIURPWKHVRXWKHUQFRDVWRI /DNH,VV\N.XOWKHQWUDYHOHG
WKURXJK<DUNDQG.KRWDQWKHZHVWHUQHQGRI WKH7DNODPDNDQGHVHUWWKHQRUWKHUQIRRWKLOOV
RI 7LEHWDQGXSWR8UXPTLIURPZKHUHFURVVLQJWKH7DUEDJDWDLULGJHWKH\UHDFKHG=DLVDQ
in the territory of the Russian Empire.
Among the substantial academic achievements of Pevtsov’s expedition was the
¶HWKQRJUDSKLF·VWXG\RI WKHSRSXODWLRQRI .DVKJDULD$VKRUWHVVD\LVGHYRWHGWRWKLVWRSLFLQ
the report of the Russian traveler.10 In general, the essay very vividly and with knowledge of the
matter describes many issues of ethnocultural and economic life along with the ethnographic
features of the Muslim population of the region at the end of the 19th century. Pevtsov was
TXLWHPRGHVWLQKLVDVVHVVPHQWRI WKHSDUWRI KLVZRUNWKDWGHDOVZLWKHWKQRJUDSKLFLVVXHV
+HQRWHVWKDWKHZDVRQO\DEOHWREULHÁ\GHVFULEHWKHHYHU\GD\OLIHRI WKHORFDOSRSXODWLRQ
¶tuzemtsy· ² QDWLYHV  RI  .DVKJDULD EDVHG RQ IUDJPHQWDU\ LQIRUPDWLRQ WKDW KH PDQDJHG WR
collect during his stay in the country. Therefore, he assumes, this work could not claim the
PHULWVRI DVSHFLDO¶HWKQRJUDSKLF·VWXG\%XWLWFRXOGEHYDOXDEOHDVDGGLWLRQDOPDWHULDOWRWKH
VFDUFHLQIRUPDWLRQRQWKHHWKQRJUDSK\RI OLWWOHVWXGLHG(DVWHUQ7XUNHVWDQWKDWZDVDYDLODEOH
at that time.
Perhaps, Pevtsov had some grounds for making such a statement. It should not be
IRUJRWWHQWKDW3HYWVRYZDVÀUVWRI DOODPLOLWDU\PDQDQGDFHUWDLQSDUWRI WKHUHVHDUFK
tasks facing his expedition also had military content. This factor could not but affect the
VFLHQWLÀFFRQWHQWRI WKHH[SHGLWLRQ·VUHVXOWV,WLVQRFRLQFLGHQFHWKDWWKHZHOONQRZQ5XVVLDQ
JHRORJLVW KLVWRULDQ DQG VFLHQFH ÀFWLRQ ZULWHU 9$ 2EUXFKHY QRWHG WKDW 3U]KHYDOVN\ DQG
3HYWVRYZHUHRIÀFHUVZKRWUDYHOHGZLWKPRUHRUOHVVQXPHURXVPLOLWDU\HVFRUWVZKLFKPDGH
them bolder, more independent of the local population and authorities, but on the other
hand, prevented them from close and trusting contact and communication with the natives,
often inspiring the latter with distrust or fear.11
9

10

11

M.V. Pevtsov, Puteshestviye po Vostochnomu Turkestanu, Kun-Lunyu, severnoy okraine Tibetskogo nagor’ya i Chzhungarii v
1889-m i 1890-m godakh2WFKHWE\YVKHJRQDFKDO·QLND7LEHWVNR\HNVSHGLWVLL093HYWVRYD 6DQNW3HWHUEXUJ
  LQ5XVVLDQ 
)XUWKHUDOOUHIHUHQFHVWR3HYWVRY·V5HSRUWZLOOEHPDGHIRUWKHIROORZLQJHGLWLRQ093HYWVRY Puteshestviye v
Kashgariyu i Kun-Lun’ 0RVFRZ*RVXGDUVWYHQQR\HL]GDWHO·VWYRJHRJUDÀFKHVNR\OLWHUDWXU\  LQ5XVVLDQ 
´(WKQRJUDSKLFHVVD\RI .DVKJDULDµFRYHUVSDJHV
V.A. Obruchev, Grigorii Nikolayevich Potanin. Zhizn’ i deyatel’nost’ 0RVFRZ²/HQLQJUDG,]GDWHO·VWYR$16665
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However, despite Pevtsov’s such modest assessment, it should be admitted that his work
is a valuable eyewitness account and scholar’s testimony about Kashgaria at the end of the
19th century. In the article we refer mainly to the information that was obtained by Pevtsov,
DVWKH\VD\ÀUVWKDQGDVDUHVXOWRI KLVGLUHFWREVHUYDWLRQVRUFRPPXQLFDWLRQZLWKWKHORFDO
population. It should also be emphasized that in the second edition of his work from 1949,
WKHÀUVWFKDSWHURI WKHUHSRUWGHYRWHGWRDEULHI RYHUYLHZRI WKHKLVWRU\RI .DVKJDULDZDV
completely omitted, since, in the opinion of the editorial board, it contained some outdated
material and not always correct data.12

Ethno-Demographic Composition of the Population of Kashgaria
Pevtsov estimated the total population of Kashgaria at about 2 million, of which up to 90
percent was sedentary and only about 10 percent led a nomadic or pastoral lifestyle. These
ÀJXUHVZHUHRI FRXUVHUDWKHUDSSUR[LPDWHDQGZHUHEDVHGRQO\RQLQIRUPDWLRQUHFHLYHG
IURPWKHORFDOSRSXODWLRQDQG&KLQHVHSURYLQFLDORIÀFLDOV$VUHSRUWHGE\DQRWKHU5XVVLDQ
WUDYHOHU GRFWRU 1/ =HODQG ZKR YLVLWHG WKLV FRXQWU\ DURXQG WKH VDPH \HDUV VWDWLVWLFV RI 
marriages, mortality, births, and others did not exist in Kashgaria at that time.13 Meanwhile,
WKHVHÀJXUHVDUHYHU\GLIIHUHQWIURPWKRVHJLYHQE\RWKHUWUDYHOHUVGXULQJWKLVSHULRG7KXV
6LU7KRPDV'RXJODV)RUV\WKDQ(QJOLVKFRORQLDODGPLQLVWUDWRUDQGGLSORPDWLQ,QGLDVHQWLQ
1873 with trade and diplomatic mission to Kashgaria, reported that the country’s population
GLGQRWH[FHHGPLOOLRQSHRSOH14 In 1877, Kuropatkin assumed that the total population
RI .DVKJDULDZDVDERXWPLOOLRQSHRSOHZKLFKWHVWLÀHGWRWKHVSDUVHSRSXODWLRQRI WKH
FRXQWU\VLQFHWKHUHZHUHDERXWSHRSOHSHUVTXDUHPLOH Przhevalsky in 1884 wrote that
about 2 million people lived in Kashgaria.167KH5XVVLDQFRQVXOLQ.DVKJDU1)3HWURYVN\
DFFRUGLQJWR=HODQGEHOLHYHGWKDWQRPRUHWKDQPLOOLRQSHRSOHOLYHGLQ.DVKJDULDE\WKH
end of the 1880s.17
The sedentary population of the country consisted of a Muslim Turkic majority and a
FHUWDLQQXPEHURI QHZFRPHUV²&KLQHVH'XQJDQVUHVLGHQWVRI :HVWHUQ 5XVVLDQ 7XUNHVWDQ
PDLQO\LPPLJUDQWVIURPWKH)HUJDQD9DOOH\RURWKHUZLVH¶$QGLMDQLV·DQGDVPDOOQXPEHURI 
,QGLDQVDQG7LEHWDQV$OVRWKHUHZDVDVPDOOQXPEHURI 5RPDQL *\SVLHV ZKRE\WKDWWLPH
12
13
14



16

17

  LQ5XVVLDQ 
Pevtsov, ‘Puteshestviye v Kashgariyu i Kun-Lun’
=HODQGKashgariya i perevaly Tyan-Shanya, 138.
6LU7')RUV\WKReport of a Mission to Yarkand in 1873 under command of Sir T.D.Forsyth with historical and geographical
information regarding the possessions of Ameer of Yarkand &DOFXWWD3ULQWHGDWWKH)RUHLJQ'HSDUWPHQW3UHVV 
62.
A.N. Kuropatkin, Kashgaria: Eastern or Chinese Turkistan. Historical and geographical sketch of the country; its military
strength, industries and tradeWUDQVIURP5XVVLDQE\:DOWHU(*RZDQ &DOFXWWD7KDFNHU6SLQNDQG&R 
/* .RUQLORY Kashgariya ili Vostochniy Turkestan. Opyt voyenno-statisticheskogo opisaniya 7DVKNHQW 7LSRJUDÀ\D
6KWDED7XUNHVWDQVNRJRYR\HQQRJRRNUXJD  LQ5XVVLDQ 
=HODQGKashgariya i perevaly Tyan-Shanya
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numbered only about 300 families and lived mainly in the Kashgar, and in small numbers in
WKH<DUNDQGRDVHV7KH&KLQHVHZHUHVHFRQGLQQXPEHULQWKHUHJLRQDOWKRXJKWKH\ZHUH´LQ
DQLQVLJQLÀFDQWPLQRULW\DJDLQVWWKH.DVKJDULDQ6DUWVµ18 Pevtsov assumed that there were
about 6 thousand Dungans, Chinese Muslims, who moved to Kashgaria from Inner China
during the 19th FHQWXU\ DQG VHWWOHG PDLQO\ LQ WKH $NVX RDVHV $FFRUGLQJ WR =HODQG WKH\
mostly appeared in these parts after the defeat and destruction of the Dzungar Khanate.19
Pevtsov considered them to be a people of Turkic origin but assimilated linguistically and
culturally over time by the Chinese. Therefore, Dungans differed from the Chinese not
RQO\LQWKHLU0XVOLPUHOLJLRQEXWDOVRLQWKHLUDQWKURSRORJLFDOW\SHDQGGHVSLWHORQJWHUP
communication with the Chinese, had an acute dislike for them.
=HODQGJLYHVDQRWKHUYHUVLRQRI WKHRULJLQRI WKH'XQJDQV+HFRQQHFWVWKHLUHWKQLFURRWV
ZLWKWKDWSDUWRI WKH<XH]KLSHRSOHZKROLYHGLQWKHSUHVHQWZHVWHUQSURYLQFHVRI &KLQDLQ
WKHYLFLQLW\RI WKHFLW\RI ;LQLQJ)XDQGODWHUXQGHUWKHLQÁX[RI &KLQHVHPL[HGZLWKWKHP
DQGXQGHUZHQWDVVLPLODWLRQ,VODPSHQHWUDWHGWKHLUPLOLHXIURP.DVKJDUXQGHUWKHLQÁXHQFH
RI ZKLFKWKHLUDQWDJRQLVPZLWKWKH&KLQHVHLQWHQVLÀHG%XW'XQJDQVWKHPVHOYHVQDUUDWHG
their ethnic history differently. They considered themselves the descendants of Tamerlane’s
warriors, who supposedly remained in China and mixed with the Chinese. According to
=HODQG'XQJDQVZKRVHWWOHGLQWKH5XVVLDQ(PSLUHH[SHULHQFHGLUUHFRQFLODEOHDQWDJRQLVP
towards China.20
Pevtsov reports that the sedentary population of the region spoke mainly their own
dialect of the Turkic language which, by that time, was considerably integrated. Thus, despite
WKHVLJQLÀFDQWUHPRWHQHVVRI PDQ\RDVHVRI .DVKJDULDIURPHDFKRWKHUWKHLUVSRNHQODQJXDJH
had few dialectal differences and people from remote oases could communicate with each
RWKHUFRPSOHWHO\IUHHO\7KLVRSLQLRQLVFRQÀUPHGDOVRE\.XURSDWNLQ·VREVHUYDWLRQV´7KH
language of Kashgaria is almost everywhere Turkish, and throughout entire country all speak
one and the same dialect”.21 =HODQG DOVR QRWHG WKDW WKHUH ZHUH FHUWDLQ GLIIHUHQFHV LQ WKH
language of various oases, but not so much that their inhabitants could not understand each
other.22
At the same time, according to Pevtsov, a lot of words of Persian and Arabic origin
SHQHWUDWHGLQWRWKHOLWHUDU\DQGVSRNHQODQJXDJHZKLFKZDVDVVRFLDWHGERWKZLWKWKHORQJ
WHUP HWKQRFXOWXUDO FRQWDFWV RI  WKH ORFDO SRSXODWLRQ ZLWK WKH ,UDQLDQVSHDNLQJ SHRSOH RI 
&HQWUDO$VLDDQGWKHVWURQJLQÁXHQFHRI WKH,VODPLFUHOLJLRQ+RZHYHUDV.RUQLORYWHVWLÀHG
at the very beginning of the 20thFHQWXU\´WKHURRWVDQGIRUPVRI WKHSXUH7XUNLFODQJXDJH
have been preserved in Kashgaria incomparably better than in the dialect spoken by the
Uzbeks of Russian Turkestan”.23 )RUWXQDWHO\ ZH FDQ MXGJH WKH 7XUNLF ODQJXDJH RI  WKH
,ELG
,ELG
20
Ibid., 136.
21
Kuropatkin, Kashgaria: Eastern or Chinese Turkistan, 37.
22
=HODQGKashgariya i perevaly Tyan-Shanyam, 136.
23
Kornilov, Kashgariya ili Vostochniy Turkestan, 232.
18
19
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.DVKJDULDQSHRSOHWKDQNVWRDWZRYROXPHVWXG\DQGDGLFWLRQDU\ZKLFKZDVSXEOLVKHGLQ
LQ&DOFXWWDE\5REHUW%HUNHOH\6KDZ24 The rich information about the Kashgarian
Turkic population’s language at the end of the 19th century can also be gleaned from the work
RI 1.DWDQRY´6LJQVDQGEHOLHIVRI  WKH7XUNV RI  &KLQHVH 7XUNHVWDQFRQFHUQLQJ QDWXUDO
SKHQRPHQDµSXEOLVKHGLQ6W3HWHUVEXUJLQ
7KHQRPDGLFRUSDVWRUDOSRSXODWLRQRI .DVKJDULDFRQVLVWHGRI WKH.LUJKL]HVRU.DUD
.LUJKL]HV ZKR LQKDELWHG WKH VRXWKHUQ VORSH RI  WKH PDLQ ULGJH RI  WKH 7LHQ 6KDQ V\VWHP
².RN6KDODDQGWKHPDUJLQDOULGJHRI WKH3DPLU+LJKODQGV²6DU\.RO2XWZDUGO\DVZHOO
DVLQODQJXDJHDQGHYHU\GD\WUDGLWLRQVWKHVH.DUD.LUJKL]HVZHUHVRPHZKDWGLIIHUHQWIURP
WKHLU UHODWLYHV ZKR OLYHG LQ WKH 6LEHULDQ VWHSSHV ZLWKLQ WKH 5XVVLDQ (PSLUH $FFRUGLQJ WR
=HODQGDVPDOOQXPEHURI .DOP\NVZKROLYHGLQWKHYLFLQLW\RI .DUDVKDUDQGWKH.KDLGLQ
Kua valley, belonged to the nomads as well.26$VHPLQRPDGLFZD\RI OLIHZDVDOVROHGE\D
small number of the Tajik population who moved to Kashgaria at the end of the 18th century
from Wakhan and continued to speak their own language.
3HYWVRYQRWHVWKDWXQWLOUHFHQWO\VODYHU\DOVRSHUVLVWHGLQ.DVKJDULD%HIRUHWKHUXOHRI 
<DNXE%HNWKHPDLQFLWLHVRI WKHFRXQWU\.DVKJDU.KRWDQDQGHVSHFLDOO\<DUNDQGZHUH
real slave markets. HakimsDQGZHDOWK\PHUFKDQWVWKHUHFRXOGDFTXLUHVODYHVFDSWXUHGLQWKH
VXUURXQGLQJUHJLRQV<DNXE%HNGHFLVLYHO\IRUEDGHWKHEX\LQJDQGVHOOLQJRI FDSWXUHGSHRSOH
EXWDOORZHGWKHRZQHUVRI WKHVODYHVDFTXLUHGEHIRUHWKLVEDQWROHDYHWKHPLQWKHLUVHUYLFH
7KHVHVODYHV PHQDQGZRPHQ FDOOHGkul or khyzmetkar, lived with their owners, but their
number, according to Pevtsov, was small – only about 1000 people.
The Russian traveler provided credible information about the ethnic origin of the
local sedentary Turkic population as well as its physical type. According to the author, the
SHRSOHRI .DVKJDULDIRUPHGDVDUHVXOWRI FURVVEUHHGLQJPL[LQJRI WKH,UDQLDQDQG7XUNLF
Mongolian elements, as evidenced by both the physical type of people and their language,
ZKLFKFRQWDLQHGDVLJQLÀFDQWOD\HURI DQFLHQW,UDQLDQZRUGV,WLVLQWHUHVWLQJWROHDUQKRZWKH
Russian researcher perceived and described the external physical features of the Kashgarian
SRSXODWLRQDQGLWVFKDUDFWHULVWLFSV\FKRORJLFDODQGPRUDOTXDOLWLHV,QKLVRSLQLRQWKHDYHUDJH
.DVKJDULDQZDVDPDQRI VKRUWVWDWXUHQRKLJKHUWKDQDYHUDJHZLWKDOHDQÀJXUHDQREORQJ
IDFHQDUURZHGWRWKHFKLQSURPLQHQWFKHHNERQHVDÁDWQDSHZLWKWKHQRVHEHLQJZLGHDWWKH
root and slightly pointed towards the tip, brown or dark brown eyes, black hair and a beard
of medium thickness, light brown skin, and a calm, pensive expression on the face. However,
DV3HYWVRYSRLQWVRXWGHYLDWLRQVIURPWKLVJHQHUDOW\SHZHUHQRWXQFRPPRQZKLFKLVTXLWH
W\SLFDO IRU D PL[HG SRSXODWLRQ 6R LQ <DUNDQG DQG SDUWO\ LQ .DJDUOLN WKHUH ZHUH XVXDOO\
people who had many similarities to the Tajiks, tall, with a thick, bushy beard and thick arched
H\HEURZVZLWKDQDTXLOLQHQRVH$QGLQWKHVRXWKHUQUHJLRQVRI .DVKJDULDLQSDUWLFXODULQ
5REHUW%DUNOH\6KDZA Sketch of the Turki Language as spoken in Eastern Turkestan (Kashghar and Yarkand), 3DUW,,,
&DOFXWWD3ULQWHGE\-:7KRPDVDWWKH%DSWLVW0LVVLRQ3UHVV 

N. Katanov, Primety i pover’ya tyurkov Kitayskogo Turkestana, kasayushchiyesya yavleniy prirody 6DQNW 3HWHUVEXUJ
7LSRJUDÀ\D,PSHUDWRUVNR\$NDGHPLL1DXN  LQ5XVVLDQ 
26
=HODQGKashgariya i perevaly Tyan-Shanya, 136.
24
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the Khotan and Keria districts, there were also typical Caucasians with a light brown beard
and gray eyes, which, by external signs, represented a sharp contrast with the rest of the
country’s population.
Of course, it should be borne in mind that some terms used by Pevtsov in his work
FRQFHUQLQJ WKH VRFDOOHG ¶DQWKURSRORJ\· RU ¶UDFH· RI  WKH SRSXODWLRQ RI  (DVWHUQ 7XUNHVWDQ
should be taken in the context of ideas practiced in European and Russian science at the
end of the 19thFHQWXU\6LPLODUO\ZKHQFKDUDFWHUL]LQJWKHSV\FKRORJLFDOFKDUDFWHULVWLFVRI 
the local population, he largely proceeded from the same racial approach generally accepted
in Western scholarship and social thought in those years. Today, these terms and ideas, in the
light of the changed paradigm of modern anthropology, look like an anachronism.
$QG QDWXUDOO\ WKH VXSHULRULW\ RI  WKH ZKLWH RU $U\DQ  UDFH RYHU DOO WKH RWKHUV ZDV
DUWLFXODWHG LQ WKH ZRUNV RI  5XVVLDQ UHVHDUFKHUV RI  &HQWUDO DQG ,QQHU $VLD )RU LQVWDQFH
=HODQGOLNH3HYWVRYZURWHDERXWWKHSUHGRPLQDQWO\$U\DQURRWVRI WKHORFDOSRSXODWLRQRI 
(DVWHUQ7XUNHVWDQ$WWKHVDPHWLPHWU\LQJWRFODULI\WKHUHDVRQVIRUWKHVRFDOOHG¶FXOWXUDO
backwardness’ of the Kashgarians, he argued this phenomenon with the same racial identity.
,QKLVYLHZGHVSLWH¶WKH$U\DQURRWV·RI WKH.DVKJDULDQVWKH\FRXOGEHFRQVLGHUHGPRUH
7XUNV WKDQ $U\DQV ,Q DQ\ FDVH WKH\ KDG ¶PRUH 0RQJRO IHDWXUHV· WKDQ WKH SRSXODWLRQ RI 
:HVWHUQ 5XVVLDQ  7XUNHVWDQ ZKHUH WKH 0RQJROV SHQHWUDWHG PXFK OHVV 7KH 7XUNV DQG
0RQJROVDVWKHDXWKRUQRWHGGLGQRW\HWEHORQJWRWKH¶DGYDQFHGSHRSOHV·27
$W WKH VDPH WLPH WKH 0XVOLP SRSXODWLRQ RI  .DVKJDULD GLIIHUHG OLWWOH IURP WKHLU FR
UHOLJLRQLVWVLQ5XVVLDQ7XUNHVWDQLQWHUPVRI VHOIDZDUHQHVVDQGWKHGHÀQLWLRQRI WKHLURZQ
ethnic identity. Religious consciousness still prevailed over ethnicity, people, in general,
LGHQWLÀHGWKHPVHOYHVE\UHOLJLRXVDIÀOLDWLRQFDOOLQJWKHPVHOYHV¶0XVOLPV·DQGLQDQDUURZHU
VHQVH²E\JHRJUDSK\E\SODFHRI UHVLGHQFHGHÀQLQJWKHPVHOYHVDVKashgarlik (resident of
.DVKJDU Yarkandlik UHVLGHQWRI <DUNDQG Khotanlik UHVLGHQWRI .KRWDQ HWF
5HOLJLRXVO\WKHORFDOSRSXODWLRQRI .DVKJDULDIRUWKHPRVWSDUWSURIHVVHG6XQQL,VODP
DQGIROORZHGWKH+DQDÀmadhhab.28 At the same time, according to Pevtsov, they were far from
]HDORXVDGKHUHQWVWRWKHUHTXLUHPHQWVRI UHOLJLRQZHUHWROHUDQWRI SHRSOHRI RWKHUIDLWKV
including Christians, and did not feel any hostility towards the Russians but, rather, even
treated them with some sympathy. The main reason for this was the positive information they
UHFHLYHGIURPWKHVXEMHFWVRI WKH5XVVLDQ(PSLUH²)HUJDQa Sarts, who were actively involved
in trade in Kashgaria in large numbers.
7KHPHPEHUVRI WKH%ULWLVKPLVVLRQLQ<DUNDQGLQJRWWKHVDPHLPSUHVVLRQIURP
FRPPXQLFDWLRQ ZLWK WKH UHVLGHQWV RI  .DVKJDU 6LU 7KRPDV 'RXJODV )RUV\WK QRWHG WKH
friendliness of the city’s population and emphasized the following:
(YHU\ZKHUH WKH SHRSOH WUHDWHG XV TXLWH DV RI  WKHPVHOYHV WKRXJK RI  FRXUVH WKH\
27
28

=HODQGKashgariya i perevaly Tyan-Shanya, 81.
6RFKLQHQL\D &KRNDQD &KLQJLVRYLFKD 9DOLNKDQRYD ,]GDQ\ SRG UHGDNWVL\H\ GFK 1,9HVHORYVNRJR =DSLVNL
,PSHUDWRUVNRJR5XVVNRJR*HRJUDÀFKHVNRJR2EVKFKHVWYDSRRWGHOHQL\XHWQRJUDÀL7RP;;,; 63HWHUVEXUJ
7LSRJUDÀ\DJODYQRJR8SUDYOHQL\D8GHORY0RNKRYD\D  LQ5XVVLDQ 
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FROOHFWHGURXQGXVLQJRRGKXPRXUHGFXULRVLW\WRH[DPLQHFORVHO\WKHÀUVW(XURSHDQV
they had ever seen. On no single occasion throughout our whole stay in the country
did we ever meet with the slightest rudeness or incivility; no scowling looks nor angry
taunts we levelled at us; on the contrary, wherever we went we always found people
please to meet and converse with us.29

Cultural Characteristics of the Population
&XULRXV DUH 3HYWVRY·V REVHUYDWLRQV DERXW WKH PRUDO TXDOLWLHV DQG WKH SV\FKRORJLFDO
characteristics of the sedentary Muslim population of Kashgaria. The author believed that
the people of Kashgaria in general were distinguished by a rather meek character, honesty,
KRVSLWDOLW\ DQG KHOSIXOQHVV DQG WKHVH SRVLWLYH TXDOLWLHV SUHYDLOHG RYHU QHJDWLYH FKDUDFWHU
WUDLWV )RU LQVWDQFH HPSKDVL]HG SROLWHQHVV LQ PXWXDO UHODWLRQV EHWZHHQ SHRSOH DPRQJ WKH
sedentary population of Kashgaria was the norm. When they met, people always called each
RWKHU¶<RX· LQWKHSOXUDO 6XFKDQDSSHDOZDVREOLJDWRU\DPRQJWKHVSRXVHVDWOHDVWLQWKH
presence of guests. All greetings at the meeting were usually accompanied by a polite bow,
WKHDSSOLFDWLRQRI WKHULJKWKDQGWRWKHKHDUWDQGDPXWXDOVKDNLQJRI ERWKKDQGV)DUHZHOOV
ZHUHDFFRPSDQLHGE\JRRGZLVKHVH[SUHVVHGLQ4XUDQLFSKUDVHV
6LQFHWKHPDLQFULWHULum of the moral health of society is the indicator of the level of
FULPH DV 3HYWVRY DUJXHG WKHQ LW ZDV H[WUHPHO\ ORZ LQ .DVKJDULD 6XFK VHULRXV FULPLQDO
offenses as murder, robbery, arson, etc. were observed so rarely that they were perceived
by the local population with sorrow and popular rumor spoke of them as something
extraordinary and terrifying to the local people. Moreover, even ordinary theft was much less
FRPPRQLQFRPSDULVRQZLWK(XURSHDQFRXQWULHVH[FOXGLQJSHUKDSVWKH6FDQGLQDYLDQRQHV
6RDVDUXOHKRXVHVWKHUHGLGQRWKDYHORFNVVKRSVLQED]DDUVZHUHRIWHQOHIWRSHQZKHQWKH
owners were away for a while on business, and no one was afraid of thieves. According to the
5XVVLDQWUDYHOHUWKHDERYHIDFWVXQGRXEWHGO\WHVWLÀHGWR¶WKHPRUDOSXULW\RI WKHUHVLGHQWV
RI .DVKJDULD·ZKRZHUHPRUDOO\PXFKKLJKHUWKDQ¶PDQ\FLYLOL]HGSHRSOHVRI RXUSDUWRI 
the world’.30
Many researchers of Eastern Turkestan were unanimous in such an assessment of
WKHPRUDODQGHWKLFDOTXDOLWLHVRI WKHORFDOVHGHQWDU\7XUNLFSRSXODWLRQ)RULQVWDQFHWKH
%ULWLVK PLVVLRQDU\ DQG WUDYHOHU +HQU\ /DQVGHOO UHSRUWV RQ WKH KDUG ZRUN DQG KRQHVW\ RI 
the Kashgarian people. He argued that the sedentary population of Chinese Turkestan was
EH\RQGGRXEWKDUGZRUNLQJDQGJDLQHGWKHLUGDLO\EUHDGOLWHUDOO\E\WKHVZHDWRI WKHLUEURZ
also they were honest, notwithstanding their poverty. Theft was comparatively rare and
WKURXJKRXWWKHYLOODJHVWKHGRRUVZHUHZLWKRXWORFNV/DQVGHOOHPSKDVL]HGWKHSURELW\RI 
the carriers, who often transported merchandise and money abroad of ten times the value of
29
30

)RUV\WKReport of a Mission to Yarkand in 1873, 6.
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WKHLURZQSRVVHVVLRQV\HWQRWKLQJFRQÀGHGWRWKHPZDVORVW31
At the same time, the local population was not devoid of some negative traits in the
FKDUDFWHU DQG ZD\ RI  OLIH FDXVHG DFFRUGLQJ WR 3HYWVRY SULPDULO\ E\ WKH LQÁXHQFH RI  WKH
unparalleled and tragic vicissitudes of its historical fate and the prolonged oppression that
this unfortunate people experienced during its history. It must be said that Russian researchers
of Eastern Turkestan, as a rule, were committed to the theory of geographical determinism
LQGHVFULELQJWKHHWKQRFXOWXUDOW\SHDQGWHPSHUDPHQWRI WKHORFDOSRSXODWLRQ)RULQVWDQFH
=HODQGZURWHWKDWWKHUHZDV´DORWRI WUXWKLQWKHWKHRU\WKDWGHGXFHVWKHVSLULWXDOTXDOLWLHVDQG
historical destinies of peoples from the conditions of nature, which a person is surrounded
by”.32 He compared Kashgaria in its physical geography with a deep box, the walls of which
were high and barren mountain ranges, and the very bottom was a dull desert, characterized
by the rare monotony and poverty of nature. Clay, sand, salt licks, swamps, and reeds – that
was what met the eyes of the Kashgharians for hundreds of miles and, in the distance, gray
FKDLQV RI  URFNV ORRPHG RQ WKH KRUL]RQ 7KXV KH GHGXFHG WKRVH QHJDWLYH TXDOLWLHV WKDW
LQ =HODQG·V YLHZ ZHUH LQKHUHQW LQ WKH VHGHQWDU\ SRSXODWLRQ RI  .DVKJDULD QDPHO\ D ODFN
RI FRXUDJHDQGÀJKWLQJWHQDFLW\DWHQGHQF\WRYROXSWXRXVQHVVDOFRKROLFEHYHUDJHVGUXJV
etc., largely from the monotony of the country’s landscape, low soil fertility, fragmentation
of the country into separate, little connected oases as well as from the general poverty of
WKHSRSXODWLRQDORQJZLWKVRFLDODQGSROLWLFDOODZOHVVQHVVHWF7KHVHTXDOLWLHVDFFRUGLQJWR
DXWKRUZHUHHVSHFLDOO\VWULNLQJDPRQJXUEDQUHVLGHQWVZKRPDGHXSDVLJQLÀFDQWSHUFHQWDJH
RI WKHSRSXODWLRQRI .DVKJDULD´&LWLHVZLWKWKHLUVWHQFKDQGGXVWZLWKWKHSRYHUW\RI WKH
proletariat, with sexual debauchery and drug addiction lead to physical degeneration,” – he
wrote.33

Administrative System and Local Elite
$VLQGLFDWHGDVKRUWWLPHDIWHUWKHGHDWKLQRI WKHUXOHU $PLU RI .DVKJDULD<DNXE%HN
WKHFRXQWU\ZDVUHLQFRUSRUDWHGLQWRWKH4LQJ(PSLUHDQGLQWKH&KLQHVHDXWKRULWLHV
HVWDEOLVKHG ;LQMLDQJ SURYLQFH WKHUH ZKLFK ZDV UXOHG E\ WKH JRYHUQRUJHQHUDO IURP KLV
UHVLGHQFHVLQWKHFLW\RI 8UXPTL$GPLQLVWUDWLYHO\WKHSURYLQFHZDVGLYLGHGLQWRWZRUHJLRQV
– Aksu and Kashgar – headed by Chinese governors (Tao-tai 7KHSURYLQFHVLQWXUQZHUH
divided into districts, entrusted to the Chinese district chiefs. The districts were subdivided
LQWRORZHUDGPLQLVWUDWLYHXQLWVZKLFKZHUHUXOHGE\RIÀFLDOVIURPWKHORFDOSRSXODWLRQ²beks,
elected by district chiefs and approved in positions by governors. The elders of the villages
31
32
33

+HQU\/DQVGHOOChinese Central Asia: A Ride to Little Tibet /RQGRQ6/RZ0DUVWRQ &R 
=HODQGKashgariya i perevaly Tyan-Shanya, 173.
,ELG  $V .XURSDWNLQ DVVXPHG WKH XVH RI  RSLXP ZDV FRPPRQ WR PHQ DQG ZRPHQ LQ .DVKJDULD
(Kuropatkin, Kashgaria: Eastern or Chinese Turkistan +HQU\/DQVGHOOZURWHDERXWWKHVDPHWRSLFDQGQRWHG
WKDW´among the weak points of urban character in Chinese Turkistan must be mentioned lack of cleanliness, a tendency to the
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– aksakals, or their smaller units – minbashi, yuzbashi, onbashi 34 were subordinate to the beks.
The social system of Kashgaria, described by Pevtsov, has changed little since medieval
times. The top of the society was made up of representatives of secular and clerical estates
– Hakims, Sayyids, and Khojas 7KH ÀUVW EHORQJHG WR WKH IRUPHU ORFDO VRYHUHLJQ G\QDVWLHV
GHVFHQGHGPDLQO\IURPVL[HPLQHQWFODQVDQGHQMR\HGUHVSHFWDQGLQÁXHQFHDPRQJWKHORFDO
population. Although under the new Chinese government, representatives of this noble class
were renamed Shan-ye, nevertheless, they continued to call themselves by the old Muslim title
of Hakim, as did the rest of the people. Hakims lived in cities or villages and owned their
ancestral estates and lands, which were cultivated by their slaves. Thus, they were exclusively
engaged in agriculture, neglecting trade.
The spiritual class consisted of Sayyids, who were recognized as the descendants of the
Prophet Muhammad. Therefore, they enjoyed special honor and respect among the people
and occupied mainly spiritual posts as well as Khojas, who were the descendants of local saints.
The latter, like some of the Sayyids, owned land plots they almost never dealt with but, rather,
preferred to lease them. They spent most of their time in prayer and pilgrimage to mazars
– tombs of saints, martyrs who fell in the struggle for the faith – shaheeds, or revered clergy
(Ulama 7KHVHmazarsZHUHKLJKO\UHVSHFWHGE\WKHSHRSOH)RULQVWDQFH&KRNDQ9DOLNKDQRY
GHVFULEHGWKHVDQG\VWHSSH.XP6KDLGDQORFDWHGEHWZHHQ.DVKJDUDQG<DUNDQGZKLFKZDV
considered sacred, since a battle for the faith took place there, and there was the mazar of the
OHDGHURI WKH0XVOLPV$UVODQ.KDQ*D]LZKRIHOODVDPDUW\U
According to Pevtsov, mausoleums with domes and hailstones, furnished with poles on
all sides, were usually built above the mazarsRI FOD\DQGEDNHGEULFNV)ODJVDORQJZLWKKRUVH
and yak tails were tied to the tops of these poles and skulls with horns of wild rams were
placed on the cornices and fences of the mausoleums themselves. These mazars were named
after the saints buried in them. On the established days, prayers were performed with them
and pious Muslims often came to them to worship.
Almost all the Khojas in Kashgaria were clergymen and usually did not engage in secular
DIIDLUV/RFDOUHVLGHQWVFRQVLGHUHGLWWKHLUGXW\WRYLVLWWKHIDPRXVkhoja before important
events – building a house, trading, or going on a long journey, and receive his blessing, of
course, not for free. Offerings from parishioners in the form of money, clothing, or food
ZHUHDQLPSRUWDQWSDUWRI WKHZHOOEHLQJRI WKHKhoja. It is interesting to note that, according
to Pevtsov’s observations, the Khojas were held in higher esteem in the local milieu than the
Sayyids$QGWKLVLVTXLWHXQGHUVWDQGDEOHLI ZHWDNHLQWRDFFRXQWWKHUROHRI WKHKhojas in the
VSLULWXDOOLIHDQGSROLWLFDOKLVWRU\RI .DVKJDULD7KH\ZHUHWKHLQLWLDWRUVDQGOHDGHUVRI DQWL
Chinese protests and uprisings in this region. As Chokan Valikhanov noted:
The people of Eastern Turkestan, who had suffered so patiently under the oppression
34



3HYWVRYKHUHFRQIXVHGWKHWHUPV WLWOHV QRWLQJWKHOnbashi as the centurion and the Yuzbashi as the foreman
(Pevtsov, Puteshestviye v Kashgariyu i Kun-Lun’ 
6RFKLQHQL\D &KRNDQD &KLQJLVRYLFKD 9DOLNKDQRYD  7KLV SODFH LV DOVR PHQWLRQHG LQ WKH 5HSRUW RI  WKH
H[SHGLWLRQE\7')RUV\WK(Report of a Mission to Yarkand in 1873 
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RI  WKH &KLQHVH RIÀFLDOV DQG RI  WKHLU RZQ %HJV ORRNHG XS WR WKH +RGMDV DV WKHLU
SURWHFWRUVHYHUUHDG\ZLWKDUPVLQWKHLUKDQGVWRGHIHQGWKHPDJDLQVWWKHLQÀGHOV36

Khojas, who were in opposition to the Chinese government, often found refuge in the Kokand
Khanate in Western Turkestan, from where they planned and prepared armed actions of the
local population. Only in the 19th century several armed uprisings led by Khojas gained wide
scope in Kashgaria – the rebellion of Khoja Jahangir in 1826, who arrived with his troops
from Kokand; the performance of the Khoja emigrants in 1847, which ended in another
defeat and the tragic death of tens of thousands of Muslims; an armed uprising led by Khoja
9DOLNKDQW\XUDLQZKLFKDOVRHQGHGLQGHIHDWE\WKH&KLQHVHHWF

Clergy, Education, and Judicial Practice
7KH0XVOLPFOHUJ\LQ.DVKJDULDGXULQJWKLVSHULRGZDVTXLWHQXPHURXV$WWKHKHDGRI WKH
VSLULWXDOKLHUDUFK\ZDVWKH<DUNDQGHukum-Kazi, to whom all the district Hukum-Kazis, the
highest clergy in a particular area, were subordinate. They, in turn, supervised the activities
of urban and rural Mullahs. Usually, one of the rural Mullahs bore the clerical title of Akhun
and was considered the oldest among the rest. In general, there were several mullahs with their
own parishes in each village of Kashgaria. They owned their land plots, which they cultivated
independently or rented out. The Mullahs also received donations from the parishioners, but
this income usually was very small due to the general poverty of the population.
At that time, the Muslim clergy in Kashgaria also had other functions apart from the
DGPLQLVWUDWLRQRI UHOLJLRXVZRUVKLSDQGPHHWLQJWKHUHOLJLRXVQHHGVRI WKHSRSXODWLRQ)LUVW
of all, the entire education system in the country was in the hands of the clergy. According
WR3HYWVRYWKHUHZHUHTXLWHDODUJHQXPEHURI VFKRROVLQ.DVKJDULDDWWKDWWLPH6RLQHDFK
village, according to its population, there were two or more primary schools for boys and girls
separately. Parish Mullahs taught in boys’ schools and secular lady teachers in girls’ schools.
&KLOGUHQXVXDOO\VWDUWHGDWWHQGLQJVFKRRODWWKHDJHRI DQGZHQWXQWLOWKHDJHRI 
In elementary school, they learned to read and write in their native language but the main
VXEMHFWZDVWKHVWXG\RI WKH+RO\4XUDQE\KHDUWHYHQWKRXJKWKHVWXGHQWVDQGPDQ\RI WKH
local teachers did not understand the Arabic language. After graduating from primary school,
graduates could continue their education in the secondary religious schools of madrasahs that
existed only in cities or higher madrasahsORFDWHGLQODUJHFLWLHV²VXFKDV.DVKJDU<DUNDQG
.KRWDQRU$NVX7KHVHHGXFDWLRQDOLQVWLWXWLRQVZHUHORFDWHGDWWKHPDLQPRVTXHVDQGWUDLQHG
only clergy. They taught mainly Muslim theology, philosophy and law, Arabic, arithmetic, and
geometry for beginners. In general, teaching in schools was distinguished by a traditional
scholastic character, which did little to develop the mental abilities of students and receive
36

Valikhanof, The Russians in Central Asia, 208.
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SRVLWLYHNQRZOHGJH0HDQZKLOHORFDO0XVOLPVDVWKH5XVVLDQWUDYHOHUWHVWLÀHVZHUHHQGRZHG
E\QDWXUHZLWKVXFKQRWLFHDEOHPHQWDOJLIWVDVTXLFNWKLQNLQJDQGLQWHOOLJHQFH
Another very important and traditional function of the Muslim clergy in Kashgaria
was the administration of justice. Only serious criminal offenses such as murder, robbery,
arson, or actions against local authorities and other crimes of a political nature fell within
the purview of the Chinese provincial judiciary. Investigative cases, as a rule, were carried
RXWE\ORFDORIÀFLDOV²BeksEXWXQGHUWKHVXSHUYLVLRQRI &KLQHVHRIÀFLDOV7KHQWKH\ZHQW
for consideration to the districts and from there to the provincial judicial authorities (Yamin 
where they also sent those under investigation. Pevtsov notes that the accused defendants
were often severely tortured there and then, along with the investigative cases, they were sent
WRWKH*RYHUQRU*HQHUDORI ;LQMLDQJSURYLQFHLQ8UXPTLWRDSSURYHWKHYHUGLFW7KLVZDV
the last instance that had the right to approve death sentences in the entire province. The
rest, less serious crimes and misdemeanors, as well as all civil cases, were in the jurisdiction
of local judges – Kazis, elected among the most respected Akhuns. These Kazis performed
WKHLUGXWLHVLQWKHMXGLFLDOVHFWRUVLQWRZKLFKWKHGLVWULFWVZHUHGLYLGHG7KH\ZHUHFRQÀUPHG
in their positions by the district Hukum-Kazis. Unimportant matters were decided by the
local parish Mullahs. At the same time, all the judges – Kazis, as well as the Mullahs during the
administration of justice were guided by the prescriptions of the Sharia.
Pevtsov cites several interesting examples from judicial practice in Kashgaria, reported
to him in conversations with local Kazis and characterizing the casuistry of criminal and civil
processes based on Sharia6RLI DSHUVRQZDVÀUVWVXVSHFWHGRI FRPPLWWLQJWKHIWEXWWKHUH
was not enough evidence against him, then he was admitted to a cleansing oath and, upon
DFFHSWDQFHKHZDVUHOHDVHGZLWKRXWSXQLVKPHQW%XWLI KHUHIXVHGWRWDNHWKHRDWKWKHQKH
ZDVSXQLVKHGZLWKFDQHVWULNHVDQGZDVDUUHVWHGIRUGD\VZLWKKLVKDQGVWLHG7KH
suspect for a second time in committing theft was not allowed to take the oath of cleansing
and, in case of lack of evidence and refusal to voluntarily confess guilt, he was tortured.
8VXDOO\WKHWRUWXUHFRQVLVWHGRI VTXHH]LQJWKHÀQJHUVRI KLVKDQGVLQDZRRGHQEORFNDQG
after that, he was additionally punished with cane strikes and released. If he confessed to
committing a crime, then he was punished with 70 to 100 cane strikes and imprisoned for a
PRQWKWRD\HDU)RUFRPPLWWLQJWKHIWIRUDWKLUGWLPHKHZDVVHQWHQFHGWRDSXQLVKPHQWRI 
WRFDQHVWULNHVDQGLPSULVRQHGIRUPRQWKVWRWZR\HDUV,QDGGLWLRQWKHRIIHQGHU
had to work and reimburse the expenses that were spent on him by society during his stay
in prison.
,QDGGLWLRQWRWKHUHODWLYHO\VWUXFWXUHGFOHUJ\LQ.DVKJDUWKHUHZHUHDOVRWKHVRFDOOHG
Sheikh-ul-Islams – the guardians of public morality. They were elected by the people and were
FRQÀUPHGLQUDQNE\WKHGLVWULFWHukum-Kazis. These persons were in charge of monitoring
the morality of people, i.e. so that women walk in public places with their faces covered
DQG PHQ UHJXODUO\ DWWHQG PRVTXHV HWF 7KH\ DOVR VXSHUYLVHG WKH FRUUHFWQHVV RI  WUDGLQJ
operations in the markets, namely, the correctness of the weights and measures used, the
JRRG TXDOLW\ RI  WKH FRPPRGLWLHV VROG DQG VR RQ 0HDQZKLOH DFFRUGLQJ WR WKH 5XVVLDQ
traveler’s observations, the Sheikh-ul-IslamsZHUHUDWKHUOHQLHQWDERXWWKHIXOÀOOPHQWRI WKHLU
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religious duties by devout Muslims and showed more zeal for observing market operations.
Perhaps this can be explained by the fact that they did not receive any remuneration for the
performance of their position, which was considered only honorary.

Marital Relations amongst the Population of Kashgaria
Ethnographic data and information about the daily life of the residents of Kashgaria, obtained
DVDUHVXOWRI 3HYWVRY·VRZQREVHUYDWLRQVDQGÀHOGVWXG\DUHH[WUHPHO\LQWHUHVWLQJ)LUVWRI 
all, we are talking about the institution of marriage and family life of the Kashgharian people
at the end of the 19th century. The Russian traveler reports that by the age of 10, children
in families began to help parents with easy family work. And when the boys reached the age
of 14 and the girls were 12 years old, they could get married. Of course, the parents agreed
on marriage even before the children reached marriageable age and often immediately after
their birth.
In matters of marriage, devout Muslims strictly followed the precepts of the Holy
.RUDQ/LNHDQ\0XVOLPD.DVKJDULDQFRXOGKDYHQRPRUHWKDQIRXUZLYHVDWWKHVDPHWLPH
while women, widowed or after a divorce, could remarry an unlimited number of times.
%XWDV3HYWVRYWHVWLÀHVWKHRYHUZKHOPLQJQXPEHURI YLOODJHUVDYRLGHGSRO\JDP\DQGKDG
RQHZLIHHDFK2QO\DIHZZHDOWK\PHUFKDQWVDUWLVDQVDQGRWKHUÀQDQFLDOO\ZHDOWK\SHUVRQV
could afford a larger number of wives. Representatives of the commercial stratum, who
often visited other cities or regions for business purposes, had more wives, sometimes up to
10, permanently residing in those places. Kuropatkin also writes that although a plurality of
wives in Kashgaria, as in other Muslim countries, was open to all, in practice it was a custom
that was within the reach of the opulent alone.37
At the same time, according to Valikhanov, there was an immutable law in Kashgar,
according to which all visiting foreigners were obliged to enter into a temporary marriage
with local women during their stay in the city. Although the local Muslims were, as mentioned
DERYHIROORZHUVRI WKH+DQDÀWHDFKLQJLQ,VODPDFFRUGLQJWRZKLFKWHPSRUDU\PDUULDJHV
were not allowed, nevertheless, this custom was widespread in Kashgar. As a rule, marriage
deals were negotiated between women wishing to make a temporary marriage and foreigners
LQWKHFLW\PDUNHWZKHUHZRPHQZHQWIRUWKLVSXUSRVH6XFKDPDUULDJHLPSRVHGRQDPDQ
only the obligation to feed and clothe his temporary spouse.38
Those Kashgarians who had several wives in the same city placed them in different
houses, usually located in the same courtyard and, in the absence of several houses, in the
VDPH KRXVH EXW LQ GLIIHUHQW URRPV $FFRUGLQJ WR WUDGLWLRQ WKH ÀUVW ZLIH ZDV FRQVLGHUHG
the eldest in the house and the rest were her assistants, obliged to honor and obey her in
HYHU\WKLQJ%XWLQSUDFWLFHHYHU\WKLQJZHQWZURQJDQGSHDFHDQGKDUPRQ\UDUHO\UHLJQHG
37
38

Kuropatkin, Kashgaria: Eastern or Chinese Turkistan, 39.
6RFKLQHQL\D&KRNDQD&KLQJLVRYLFKD9DOLNKDQRYD
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in the house of a polygamist. Mutual hostility and even hatred grew and, as a result, chaos
and disorder in the house usually prevailed between wives. According to the Russian traveler,
those Kashgarians with whom he spoke admitted that polygamy destroyed the foundations
RI IDPLO\KDUPRQ\DQGWKHZHOOEHLQJRI SHRSOHDQGGLGQRWFRQWULEXWHWRWKHVWUHQJWKHQLQJ
of the institution of marriage in society.39 Therefore, the most prudent of them, even those
ZKRKDGZHDOWKDQGWKHQHFHVVDU\ÀQDQFLDOPHDQVDYRLGHGSRO\JDP\DQGSUHIHUUHGWRKDYH
one wife each. Remarriage was considered appropriate only in the case of infertility of the
wife or the birth of only girls.
.DVKJDULDQV XVXDOO\ UHPDUULHG ZLGRZV RU GLYRUFHG ZRPHQ *LUOV ZHUH UDUHO\ PDUULHG
since they were very demanding of gifts and the wedding was more expensive. At the same
WLPHPDWFKPDNLQJDQGWKHPDUULDJHFHUHPRQ\WRRNSODFHLQWKHVDPHZD\DVWKHÀUVWWLPH
but the weddings were handled more modestly. As a rule, with the intention of a man to enter
into a second marriage, an impartial conversation took place between him and the father of
KLVÀUVWZLIH7KHIDWKHULQODZUHSURDFKHGKLVVRQLQODZIRUWKLVYHQWXUHZKLOHWKHVRQLQ
ODZSRLQWHGRXWWKHVKRUWFRPLQJVRI KLVÀUVWZLIHDQGVXFKVNLUPLVKHVVRPHWLPHVUHDFKHG
legal proceedings.
Meanwhile, divorce issues were resolved much faster and easier. With mutual consent,
the spouses could divorce at any time freely and separate the children among themselves.
Divorce at the insistence of one of the spouses was associated with a number of serious
UHDVRQVQDPHO\FRQVWDQWTXDUUHOVWKHLQDELOLW\RI RQHRI WKHVSRXVHVWRIXOÀOOWKHLUGXWLHV
adultery of the wife or husband, the madness of one of the spouses, the husband’s remarriage
ZLWKRXWWKHFRQVHQWRI WKHÀUVWZLIHHWF%XWVRPHWLPHVWKHUHZHUHGLYRUFHVIRUOHVVYDOLG
UHDVRQVDPRQJWKH.DVKJDULDQV²EHFDXVHRI WKHVWLQJLQHVVRI WKHKXVEDQGVTXDQGHULQJKLV
wife’s dowry, etc.
Polygamy was almost not observed among the villagers of Kashgaria, as Pevtsov
WHVWLÀHV$VDUXOHWKHVSRXVHVOLYHGLQKDUPRQ\DQGGLYRUFHVZHUHOHVVIUHTXHQWWKDQDPRQJ
the townspeople. It is interesting that although according to Muslim traditions the wife’s
status was lower than the husband’s, in practice the situation was different in Kashgaria.
Usually, the husband did not take any serious steps without the advice and consent of his
ZLIH 6KH ZDV QRW RQO\ D IXOOÁHGJHG PLVWUHVV RI  WKH KRXVH EXW RIWHQ HQMR\HG XQOLPLWHG
LQÁXHQFHRYHUKHUKXVEDQG7KH5XVVLDQWUDYHOHUZULWHV´,QJHQHUDODZRPDQLQ.DVKJDULD
enjoys considerable independence and does not serve her husband as a slave, as in some
other Muslim countries”.40

39

40

,WZRXOGEHDSSURSULDWHWRUHFDOOKHUHWKDWWKH$]HUEDLMDQLSKLORVRSKHURI WKHPLGthFHQWXU\0)$NKXQGRY
also considered polygamy, sanctioned by Islam, as an unconditional evil and believed that it contributed to the
GHJUDGDWLRQ RI  WKH IDPLO\ LQVWLWXWLRQ LQ 0XVOLP VRFLHW\ 6HH 6K0 0) 0XVWDID\HY Akhundov i Frantsuzskoye
prosveshcheniye: dukhovniy most cherez stoletiye // Kul’turniy transfer na perekrestkakh Tsentral’noy Azii: do, vo vremya
LSRVOH9HOLNRJR6KHONRYRJRSXWL 3DULV6DPDUNDQG,]GDQL\H0,76$,SS  LQ5XVVLDQ  
Pevtsov, Puteshestviye v Kashgariyu i Kun-Lun’, 131.
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Entertainment and Religious Festivities
$IDYRULWHSDVWLPHRI WKH.DVKJKDULDQSHRSOHDIWHUWKHHQGRI ÀHOGZRUNZDVYLVLWLQJWKH
nearest bazaars, often unnecessarily. The bazaars were a place of entertainment, meetings,
and receiving information about important events, and they, in fact, replaced clubs and
QHZVSDSHUVWKDWZHUHDEVHQWDWWKDWWLPHLQWKHFRXQWU\3HYWVRYHPSKDVL]HVWKDWWKH¶QDWLYHV·
ZHUHJUHDWKXQWHUVIRUHQWHUWDLQPHQWDQGIUHTXHQWO\LQWKHKRPHVRI ZHDOWK\SHRSOHVSHFLDO
parties, called tomasha, were organized. Close relatives and friends were invited to them and
these parties were accompanied by music and dancing. The musicians sang their favorite folk
VRQJV¶$OW\QMDQ· ¶*ROGHQ6RXO· DQG¶1D]\UJXP· ¶0\GHDU· DQGWKHJXHVWVSUHVHQW²PHQ
and women – danced in pairs or singly. According to Pevtsov’s perception, the dances of the
Kashgarians were distinguished by grace but some monotony, since the movements of the
GDQFHUVZHUHVORZDQGVPRRWK)DVWGDQFHVWRWKHIDVWHUSDFHRI PXVLFZHUHQRWZHOFRPHG
among them and were not popular. In the intervals between dances, guests were treated to
tea, fruits, cold meat, pilaf, etc.
In general, the local population was very fond of music, songs, and dances. In contrast to
the seriousness and concentration that they distinguished in everyday life, they were incredibly
animated by the sound of music and enthusiastically indulged in fun and entertainment.
Therefore, they used any pretext and everyday occasions, for example, circumcision,
engagement, wedding ceremonies, for arranging parties, despite the general poverty and
strained material conditions of the bulk of the population.
At the same time, not so many holidays were celebrated in Kashgaria and the main ones
were of a religious nature such as Uraza-hait, Kurban-hait and the secular one – Yangi Yil (New
<HDU 7KHÀUVWZDVFDUULHGRXWDIWHUDGD\IDVWDQGODVWHGIRUWKUHHGD\VKurban-hait or Eid
al-AdhaZDVFHOHEUDWHGLQKRQRURI $EUDKDP·VVDFULÀFHDQGDOVRIRUGD\V2QWKLVKROLGD\
VDFULÀFLDOUDPVZHUHVODXJKWHUHGLQZHDOWK\KRXVHVPHQJDWKHUHGLQWKHPRVTXHIRUFROOHFWLYH
prayers, and after that everybody went to visit friends and relatives with congratulations. In
bazaars and public places, music sounded and dances were arranged, in which both men
and women took part. Yangi YilZDVFHOHEUDWHGLQ.DVKJDULDRQWKH)HEUXDU\QHZPRRQDQG
DOVRIRUWKUHHGD\V%XWXQOLNHWKHWZRSUHYLRXVKROLGD\VRQWKHVHGD\VWKHUHZHUHQRIHVWLYH
VHUYLFHVLQPRVTXHVUDWKHUSHRSOHZHQWWRYLVLWHDFKRWKHUIHVWLYHIHDVWV dastarkhans ZHUH
opened in houses, and swings were installed for women in the bazaars, around which people
constantly crowded, music sounded, and dances were performed.
According to the Russian traveler, in addition to the festive divine services, public
prayers for the harvest and forgiveness of sins were held among the Kashgharian people
WZLFHD\HDU7KHÀUVWSUD\HUWRRNSODFHLQHDUO\VSULQJ2QWKLVGD\WKHYLOODJHUVJDWKHUHGDW
the tombs of a local saint (mazar RUDPRVTXH0HQJDWKHUHGLQDFLUFOHDURXQGWKHMullah,
ZKRUHFLWHGDSUD\HUIRUUDLQDQGDULFKKDUYHVWDQGZRPHQFRRNHGIRRGQHDUWKHÀUHVWKDW
were kindled near this place. At the end of the prayer, the men had an ordinary conversation
about everyday affairs, then the women served food, some of which went to the Mullah and
the Dervishes present. After dinner, everyone went home.
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Public prayer for absolution usually happened 16 days before the Kurban-hait. Towards
evening, local residents gathered again at mazars RUPRVTXHVDQGPHQVDWRQIHOWLQDFLUFOH
An interesting religious ceremony was performed when a group of Koranic readers, the
KDÀ]HV, recited a Koranic SurahDQGDIWHUWKHPWKH6XÀDervishes gathered nearby, kneeling
LQDFLUFOHDQGKROGLQJKDQGVÀQLVKHGUHDGLQJZLWKDORXGH[FODPDWLRQ¶$OODK+X·PDNLQJD
ERZZLWKHDFKH[FODPDWLRQ)XUWKHUWKLVZDVUHSHDWHGZKHQUHDGLQJHDFKVXEVHTXHQWSurah.
6R WKH SUD\HU ODVWHG DOPRVW XQWLO PLGQLJKW DIWHU ZKLFK WKH SLOJULPV EURNH RII  WR HDW WKH
food prepared for them, and then the ceremony continued until dawn. All night long people
asked the Almighty for absolution and help in the troubles that befell them and for solving
life problems. These night vigils and prayers, accompanied by the mournful exclamations of
the Dervishes, often led people into exaltation, so that the groans, cries, or sobs of ordinary
worshipers were heard. The entire ceremony ended at dawn and the people peacefully went
home. On this night, women also gathered in groups in houses and listened to the Koran
recited by pious and knowledgeable old women.41

Beliefs and Superstitions
The faith of the sedentary population of Kashgaria and their zeal for the Islamic religion
ZHQWKDQGLQKDQGZLWKWKHLUIRONEHOLHIVDQGVXSHUVWLWLRQVDVLJQLÀFDQWSDUWRI ZKLFKZDV
LQKHULWHGIURPWKHSUH,VODPLFSHULRGRI WKHLUKLVWRU\3HYWVRYHPSKDVL]HVWKHKLJKGHJUHH
RI WKHVXSHUVWLWLRQRI WKH.DVKJDULDQSHRSOH%HOLHI LQDOONLQGVRI ZLWFKFUDIWHQFKDQWPHQW
damage, talismans, witches, etc., was a substantial part of the everyday life of the local
population. The plight of medicine contributed to the fact that sorcerers or shamans,
popularly called pyrkhonsZHUHPDLQO\LQYROYHGLQWKHWUHDWPHQWRI SDWLHQWV6LQFHRUGLQDU\
Kashgarians attributed all diseases to the introduction of evil spirits (jeens LQWRSHRSOHWKH
main function of the pyrkhons was considered to be the expulsion of spirits.
Pevtsov describes a typical example of such a session. Usually, musicians were invited to
WKHSDWLHQWDORQJZLWKWKHVKDPDQ8QGHUWKHÀUVWVRXQGVRI PXVLFDOOWKHQHLJKERUVFDPH
WRWKHSDWLHQW·VKRXVHDQGVRPHWLPHVWKHUHZHUHVRPDQ\RI WKHPWKDWQRWDOOFRXOGÀWLQWR
the house so most of the visitors remained in the yard. At the beginning of the session, the
patient, if he had enough strength, was seated on a bunk and he was given a rope in his hands,
WKHXSSHUHQGRI ZKLFKZDVÀUPO\WLHGWRWKHFHLOLQJ*UDVSLQJLWWKHSDWLHQWJRWXSDOLWWOH
from his place and began to circle around the rope. At this time, the shaman placed his idol
dolls in the corners and, taking in his hands a cane to which scraps of cloth were tied, sat
down in the corner of the room. When the patient was exhausted from spinning, the shaman
jumped up with a cry and energetically moved around him, hitting him with a cane and
pronouncing special spells. The meaning of the spell was to banish creatures, long and thin
DVDVQDNHZLWKFRUDOH\HVDQGSHDUOWHHWK7KHVHFUHDWXUHVDOOHJHGO\ÁHZLQKHDYHQO\VSDFH
41
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rode on the clouds, climbed lonely trees, and lived in empty houses and mills. This is how
the Kashgarian people imagined the mythical jeens that infested people and caused diseases.
After pronouncing the spell, the shaman threw the cane aside, took a knife in his hands
and swung at the patient, repeating the same words, and retreated into a corner. After a
while, he took dolls in his hands, beat them on the patient’s head, repeating the incantation
and calling upon the jeensWRPRYHLQWRGROOV7KHQKHRSHQHGWKH¶PDJLF·ERRNORRNLQJIRU
LQGLFDWLRQVRI WKHSODFHVLQWKHSDWLHQW·VERG\ZKLFKZHUHFDSWXUHGE\HYLOVSLULWV)LQDOO\KH
got up and left the house, while spinning in a frantic rhythm. The musicians followed him
and the whole procession lined up, carrying the patient in its arms. The shaman headed for
a mill, an empty house, a lonely tree, or a crossroads. When he reached the chosen place, he
asked to put the patient in place and drew a circle around him along which he put and lit
torches. After that, he began to run around the patient, hitting him at the place where the evil
spirits were, with a cane, dolls, burning torches, and then with a live rooster or hen, repeating
the spell. This ended the session. If after this the patient recovered, it was believed that the
shaman managed to expel evil spirits from him. If the patient continued to get sick or died,
then everyone believed that the jeens were too strong and beyond the control of the shaman
and that in order to drive them out, it would be necessary to turn to the saint. These sessions
usually lasted from one to three days.
At the same time, the healing of the sick was not a monopoly of the pyrhons only. Often
the local population turned to healers, whose arsenal of treatment was also not very diverse.
They offered their patients such methods as incantations, infusions of dried lizards, snakes,
and frogs, often wrote sayings from the Holy Koran on paper, and then washed off the ink
with water and gave it to the sick to drink. In addition, they provided everyone with talismans
that protect them from diseases and all kinds of troubles. Obviously, there was no need to
WDONDERXWVFLHQWLÀFPHGLFLQHLQ.DVKJDULDXQGHUWKHVHFRQGLWLRQV
3HYWVRY WHVWLÀHG WKDW VXSHUVWLWLRQV FRQFHUQHG DOPRVW DOO DVSHFWV RI  WKH OLIH RI  WKH
Kashgarians. In general, the local population had so many superstitions and all sorts of
beliefs that it was possible to write a whole book about them. However, in his essay, the
5XVVLDQWUDYHOHUOLPLWHGKLPVHOI WRGHVFULELQJRQO\DIHZRI WKHP)RULQVWDQFHXSRQVHHLQJ
the new moon, some devout Kashgarians began to jump to shake off the sins that had
accumulated over the past month. Or in the evening on the day of the BaratERQÀUHVZHUH
made in the streets, through which women jumped to cleanse themselves from sins and
protect themselves from diseases. Then the boys and young men that evening lit pumpkin
ÁDVNVZLWKZKLFKWKH\FOLPEHGWRWKHURRIVRI KRXVHVDQGUHDGWKHYHUVHCharamazan-barat. It
ZDVEHOLHYHGWKDWE\WKLVWKHKRXVHVZHUHSURWHFWHGIURPWKHLQÀOWUDWLRQRI HYLOVSLULWV
0DQ\SHRSOHWULHGWRPDLQWDLQDQXQTXHQFKDEOHÀUHLQWKHLUKHDUWKVZKLFKDFFRUGLQJ
WRWKHLUEHOLHIEULQJVJRRGOXFNDQGKDSSLQHVVWRWKHKRXVH$VKHVIURPWKHÀUHZHUHWDNHQ
out of the house at dusk or in the morning before dawn, but never into daylight since this
could bring misfortune to the household. Also, the residents of Kashgaria were terribly
afraid of thunderstorms, during which they earnestly prayed for deliverance from the danger
that threatened them. Of course, all these beliefs had a syncretic character and went back to
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many cults and religious traditions that replaced each other in this country over a long history.

Relations with the Authorities
How did the local population feel about the radical changes in their historical destiny
DVVRFLDWHG ZLWK WKH ORVV RI  SROLWLFDO LQGHSHQGHQFH DIWHU WKH IDOO RI  WKH <DNXE %HN·V VWDWH
DQGWKHLQFRUSRUDWLRQRI .DVKJDULDLQWRWKH4LQJ(PSLUH":KDWZDVWKHDWWLWXGHWRZDUGV
WKH QHZ &KLQHVH DXWKRULWLHV" $V LQGLFDWHG *HQHUDO .XURSDWNLQ GHVFULEHG WKH VLWXDWLRQ LQ
WKH ODVW \HDUV RI  <DNXE %HN·V UXOH TXLWH DFFXUDWHO\ DQG LQ GHWDLO DQG UHSRUWHG RQ SHRSOH·V
dissatisfaction with the strict rules established by the Amir of Kashgar such as high taxes
LPSRVHGRQWKHWD[DEOHSRSXODWLRQ)URP3HYWVRY·VUHSRUWZHUHFHLYHLQIRUPDWLRQDERXWWKH
situation that developed under the Chinese government and this information allows us to
clarify and more clearly understand some of Kuropatkin’s observations. Pevtsov notes that
the established Chinese regime was extremely unpleasant for the people of Kashgaria due
WRWKHKHDY\H[WRUWLRQVSHFLÀFDOO\WKHDUURJDQFHDQGFRQWHPSWXRXVDWWLWXGHRI WKH&KLQHVH
RIÀFLDOVZKRQRWRQO\IHGWKHPVHOYHVPRVWVKDPHIXOO\DWWKHH[SHQVHRI WKHORFDOSRSXODWLRQ
GXULQJ IUHTXHQW EXVLQHVV WULSV PLVWUHDWHG LW PLVDSSURSULDWHG LWV YDOXDEOH WKLQJV EXW DOVR
encroached on their honor, taking away their wives and daughters as concubines.
,WVKRXOGEHQRWHGWKDWWKUHHGHFDGHVEHIRUHWKHHVWDEOLVKPHQWRI <DNXE%HN·VVWDWH
DQRWKHU5XVVLDQRIÀFHU&KRNDQ9DOLNKDQRYDOVRQRWHGWKHVHYHULW\RI WKH&KLQHVHSRZHU
over the local population. He wrote:
The hatred of the natives towards the Chinese is irreconcilable, and no wonder – the
&KLQHVH RIÀFLDOV URE DQG LQVXOW WKH SHRSOH WDNH DZD\ JRRGV IRU IUHH HYHU\ &KLQHVH
considers himself to have the right to beat a Kashgarian who upon meeting him on the
street will not get off his horse.42

Apparently, little has changed in the practice of the Chinese authorities after the defeat of
WKHRI <DNXE%HN·VVWDWHVLQFHWKHUHDUHQXPHURXVWHVWLPRQLHVDERXWWKHFDUHOHVVDQGLQHSW
management of Kashgarians by the Chinese authorities from both Russian and English authors
who traveled to the country in the late 19thFHQWXU\)RULQVWDQFHWKH%ULWLVKPLVVLRQDU\DQG
WUDYHOHU+HQU\/DQVGHOOUHSRUWHGWKDWWKHJRYHUQPHQWRI WKH4LQJ(PSLUH´DFWHGLQDPRVW
IRROLVKPDQQHUWRZDUGVWKHUHFRQTXHUHGFRXQWU\VHQGLQJWKLWKHUQRWLWVEHVWPDQGDULQVµ
but those who for some disgrace were ´WKXVEDQLVKHGDVWRD%RWDQ\%D\µDQGWKHRIÀFLDOV
LQ.DVKJDUDQGQHLJKERULQJWRZQVZHUH´PDQGDULQVGHFLGHGO\EHORZSDUHGXFDWLRQDOO\DQG
otherwise”.43 Another English traveler, Henry Deasy gave the same unpleasant assessment of
Chinese administrative practice in Kashgaria, testifying to the whole governmental system as
42
43
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EHLQJURWWHQWRWKHFRUHDQGHYHU\RIÀFLDOIURPWRSWRERWWRPOLYLQJE\V\VWHPDWLFIUDXG7KH
RIÀFLDOVZHUHDOWRJHWKHUXQSDLGRWKHUZLVHWKDQE\SOXQGHUEXWVLQFHWKHLUULJKWWR¶VTXHH]H·
was recognized, the amount of their income was limited ´RQO\E\WKHLURZQGLVFUHWLRQDQG
the resources of their district”.44
3HYWVRYDOVRWHVWLÀHGLQKLVUHSRUWWKDWDFFRUGLQJWRWKH¶QDWLYHV·&KLQHVHRIÀFLDOVWRRN
bribes from merchants, preferably in money or, in its absence, in goods then sent these goods
to local Beks, forcing them to sell them at a high price. Beks were forced to carry out these
delicate assignments, replenishing their proceeds with extortions. According to Pevtsov, most
of the Beks were dexterous people, nosy, and able to please their superiors. It was precisely
such people that the Chinese administration needed to govern the province, since, through
WKHPWKHLUKHQFKPHQGLVWULFWFKLHIVDQGRWKHURIÀFLDOVOHYLHGXQVSRNHQH[WRUWLRQVIURPWKH
people, the lion’s share of which went to the Chinese and the rest to the Beks)RUWKLVWKH
SHRSOHTXLHWO\KDWHGWKHBeks, calling them traitors behind their backs.
+RZHYHU DW DERXW WKH VDPH WLPH DQRWKHU 5XVVLDQ WUDYHOHU =HODQG SRLQWHG RXW WKDW
there were not many Beks left in their posts, since they were gradually being replaced by
Chinese. This caused new displeasure among the people. These Beks, although they were
PRVWO\ EULEHWDNHUV DQG RSSUHVVRUV QHYHUWKHOHVV EHLQJ 0XVOLPV EHORQJLQJ WR ZHDOWK\
aristocratic strata, and knowing the local language, often stood up for the interests of their
UHODWLYHVEHIRUHWKH&KLQHVHDGPLQLVWUDWLRQ7KH&KLQHVHRIÀFLDOVZKRUHSODFHGWKHPKDYLQJ
QR FRQQHFWLRQ ZLWK WKH ORFDO PLOLHX ZHUH PRVWO\ HQJDJHG LQ H[WRUWLRQ DQG VWXIÀQJ WKHLU
RZQSRFNHWV)RUWKHPRVWSDUWWKHVHZHUHLPPLJUDQWVIURPWKH'XQJDQVDQGWKH&KLQHVH
ZKRZHUHFRQYHUWHGWR,VODPXQGHU<DNXE%HNDQGXQGHUWKHQHZJRYHUQPHQWWKH\ZHUH
converted again.
0RUHRYHUWKHORFDO&KLQHVHDXWKRULWLHVUHFHLYHGH[SHQVLYHRIIHULQJVIURPULFK¶QDWLYH·
traders and gold miners and turned a blind eye to the atrocities of the latter against the poor
people, who were thus subjected to double exploitation. That is why the rich BaysZHUHTXLWH
pleased with their position and praised the Chinese authorities, while the rest of the people
JUXPEOHGDQGUHFDOOHG<DNXE%HNZLWKUHJUHW$FFRUGLQJWRWKHORFDOSHRSOHKHZDVFUXHO
and extremely demanding in observance of traditions and religious laws, but fair and lenient
towards the poor people. Under him, rich Bays SDLG KLJK WD[HV GXH WR ZKLFK <DNXE %HN
PDLQWDLQHGWKHDUP\ERXJKWZHDSRQVDQGSDLGVDODULHVWRIRUHLJQPDLQO\7XUNLVKRIÀFHUV
who served in his army. He strictly forbade his Hakims to burden the poor people with
extortions and therefore the majority of the population lived much better under him than
under the new Chinese government. Pevtsov concludes his passage:
´7KLVLVKRZWKH.DVKJDULDQSHRSOHVSHDNRI WKHLU%DGDXOHW <DNXE%HN²6K0 ZKR
GLHGXQWLPHO\IURPWKHSHUÀGLRXV&KLQHVHµ46
7KXVZKHQ.XURSDWNLQZURWHWKDWE\WKHWLPHRI WKHLUDUULYDOLQ.DVKJDULD´<DNRRE
44


46
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%HN·VSRVLWLRQZDVDYHU\GLIÀFXOWRQHWKDWKHGLGQRWSRVVHVVVWURQJV\PSDWKLHVHLWKHULQ
the part of the army or amongst the people”,47 it is obvious that disgrace was manifested
mainly among a wealthy and privileged stratum of the country, displeased with the strict
WD[REOLJDWLRQVLPSRVHGRQLWE\<DNXE%HN$WWKHVDPHWLPH3HYWVRYFRQFOXGHGIURPKLV
own observations, that these complaints of the native population about the new Chinese
DGPLQLVWUDWLRQFRQWDLQHGDFHUWDLQDPRXQWRI H[DJJHUDWLRQ:LWKRXWGHQ\LQJDVLJQLÀFDQW
share of justice in them, however, the Russian traveler had reason to believe that the Chinese
rule over Kashgaria was still not as painful as the locals usually described it to foreigners.
Meanwhile, in relation to the nomadic population, especially the Kirghizes, the policy
of the Chinese authorities was incomparably softer and more diplomatic. The reason for this
SKHQRPHQRQLVGLVFORVHGLQGHWDLOE\=HODQGZKRDGPLWWHGWKDWWKHFLYLOIUHHGRPRI WKH
.LUJKL]QRPDGVZDVQHYHUHPEDUUDVVHGE\WKH&KLQHVHRIÀFLDOVWRWKHH[WHQWWKDWLWKDSSHQHG
ZLWKWKHVHGHQWDU\0XVOLPSRSXODWLRQ)RUH[DPSOHWKH&KLQHVHGLGQRWLPSRVHWD[HVRQ
their Kirghiz subjects, apparently wanting to assure them that Chinese citizenship was more
SURÀWDEOHWKDQD5XVVLDQRQHFRXSOHGZLWKWD[HVWKHUHE\FUHDWLQJDVWULSRI WKHSRSXODWLRQ
GLVVDWLVÀHGZLWKWKH5XVVLDQJRYHUQPHQWLQWKHERUGHUUHJLRQV%XWWRDODUJHH[WHQWWKLV
was because the Chinese authorities, even if they wanted to, could not do anything with the
QRPDGLF.LUJKL]HV¶WKHVHPRXQWDLQELUGV·48

Conclusion
$FFRUGLQJWR9$2EUXFKHYWKHUHDOVFLHQWLÀFVWXG\RI ,QQHU$VLDEHJDQSUHFLVHO\ZLWKWKH
travels of the second half of the 19th century. How much painstaking work had to be used
E\$EHO5pPXVDW.ODSURWK5LWWHU+XPEROGWDQGRWKHUVFLHQWLVWVRI WKHÀUVWKDOI RI WKH
same century to extract scarce geographical data from the ancient Chinese authors’ writings
and date them to a geographical map compiled on the basis of information from medieval
European travelers – Marco Polo, Plano Carpini, William of Rubruck and others who
SHQHWUDWHGGHHSLQWR$VLD%XWGHVSLWHWKHPDQ\\HDUVRI ZRUNRI WKHVHVFLHQWLVWVPDSVRI 
Inner Asia contained a lot of blank spots and errors, which are easy to detect in even the best
RI WKHPZKHQIRULQVWDQFH+XPEROGW·VPDSDWWDFKHGWRKLVFODVVLFZRUN´$VLH&HQWUDOHµLV
compared with modern maps. Only as a result of the expeditions of the second half of the 19th
century Western and Russian scholarship had the opportunity to deeply study the geography,
nature, and population of this region. V.A. Obruchev assumed that the journey reports of
these travelers, including Pevtsov, have long been the reference books of researchers studying
the nature and population of Inner Asia, not only for geographers and anthropologists but
also for geologists, zoologists, botanists, climatologists, and archaeologists.49
It is certain, that the main objectives of Pevtsov’s expedition were not so much to conduct
47
48
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anthropological research but to study the geography, geodesy, topography, and climate of
.DVKJDULDDQGPRVWLPSRUWDQWO\WRÀQGURXWHVIRUSHQHWUDWLQJLQWRWKHLQQHUKLJKODQGVRI 
7LEHWZKLFKSHUKDSVZDVRI PLOLWDU\VWUDWHJLFLQWHUHVWIRU5XVVLDLQWKHFRQGLWLRQVRI WKH
´*UHDW*DPHµXQIROGLQJLQ$VLDLQWKHVHFRQGKDOI RI th century. Nevertheless, new factual
information about the daily life, beliefs, and rituals of the Kashgarian people can greatly
enrich our knowledge of the history of this region. Indeed, in addition to everyday sketches,
3HYWVRY·VUHSRUWDOVRFRQWDLQVRIWHQXQLTXHPDWHULDODERXWVRFLDOOLIHHFRQRPLFDFWLYLWLHVRI 
people, handicraft production, forms of agricultural activity, methods of cultivating the land,
and various crops grown here, the size of crops, etc.
3HYWVRY·VVWXGLHVLQWKHÀHOGRI HWKQRJUDSK\DQGKLVREVHUYDWLRQVRI WKHGDLO\OLIHRI 
WKHVHGHQWDU\0XVOLPSRSXODWLRQRI .DVKJDULDLQPDQ\UHVSHFWVFRQÀUPDQGVLJQLÀFDQWO\
VXSSOHPHQW WKH LQIRUPDWLRQ RI  SUHYLRXV 5XVVLDQ DQG %ULWLVK DFDGHPLFLDQV VROGLHUV DQG
diplomats who made long journeys to this country in the middle and second half of the 19th
century. Pevtsov’s information is all the more valuable and interesting since it was obtained by
WKHDXWKRULQWKHFRXUVHRI ÀHOGVWXG\DVDUHVXOWRI GLUHFWFRQWDFWVDQGFRPPXQLFDWLRQZLWK
WKHORFDOSRSXODWLRQLHÀUVWKDQG,WLVDOVRLPSRUWDQWWRUHPHPEHUWKDW3HYWVRYGHVSLWHKLV
military rank of general and many years of service in the Russian army, was a real academician
DQGUHVHDUFKHUZKRUHFHLYHGDIXQGDPHQWDOHGXFDWLRQLQWKHÀHOGRI H[DFWDQGKXPDQLWDULDQ
sciences and had solid practical training as a result of several previous expeditions in various
regions of Central and Inner Asia.
)LUVWRI DOO3HYWVRY·VLQIRUPDWLRQRQWKHOLQJXLVWLFVLWXDWLRQLQ.DVKJDULDLQWKHVHFRQG
half of the 19th century is of great importance. The prevailing Muslim population in the
country, despite its concentration in remote and economically weakly connected oases, spoke
DVLQJOH7XUNLFODQJXDJHZLWKRXWH[SHULHQFLQJGLIÀFXOWLHVLQFRPPXQLFDWLRQZKLFKLQGLFDWHV
a substantial degree of linguistic integration in the region. In the same way, the population
of the country had a common tangible and spiritual culture, observing the same customs,
norms of family life, religious practice, funeral rites, and celebrating the same festivities. At
the same time, a common national identity was still not formed, religious identity prevailed
RYHUHWKQLFLW\DQGUHVLGHQWVRI YDULRXVFLWLHVDQGRDVHVLQPRVWFDVHVLGHQWLÀHGWKHPVHOYHV
by geographical characteristics, place of birth, or residence.
It becomes obvious from the information of the Russian researcher that in the second
half of the 19th century, the Muslim clergy played a largely regulatory role in the functioning of
YDULRXVVRFLDOLQVWLWXWLRQVLQ.DVKJDULDDQGKDGDSUHGRPLQDQWLQÁXHQFHRQWKHVSLULWXDODQG
often social life of the country’s population. The education system, represented by numerous
elementary schools – maktabs, as well as secondary and higher educational institutions –
madrasahs, was entirely under the jurisdiction of the clergy. The latter also occupied important
positions in the judicial system, since the Chinese administration of the province delegated
the authority to resolve minor issues of civil and criminal law to the Muslim clergy. Muslim
judges – Kazis, of various levels made all decisions of a procedural nature on the basis
RI  6KDULD ZKLFK FRUUHVSRQGHG WR WKH FHQWXULHVROG KLVWRULFDO DQG UHOLJLRXV WUDGLWLRQ RI 
Kashgaria.
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At the same time, numerous everyday rituals, beliefs, and superstitions of the local
SRSXODWLRQ WHVWLÀHG WR VWURQJ UHPQDQWV RI  SUH,VODPLF FXOWV DQG VKDPDQLF SUDFWLFHV
interspersed into the daily life and ideas of the Muslims of Kashgaria. Thus, descriptions of
YDULRXVV\QFUHWLFULWXDOVDVVRFLDWHGZLWKWKHKHDOLQJRI WKHVLFNGRQRWÀWLQWRFODVVLFDO,VODPLF
norms in any way and translations of excerpts from the folk poetry of the Kashgarians, which
UHÁHFWWKHGHPRQRORJLFDODQGRFFXOWLGHDVRI SHRSOHHWFSURYLGHYDOXDEOHLQIRUPDWLRQRI 
an observant ethnographer, giving the opportunity to study from primary sources the daily
life of the Turkic and Muslim population of Kashgaria in the second half of the 19th century.
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0LNKDLO9DVLO\HYLFK3HYWVRY7LWOHSDJHRI WKHÀUVWYROXPHRI WKH
  3URFHHGLQJVRI WKH7LEHWDQ([SHGLWLRQ 

.DVKJDULDQPHQIURP<DUNDQG1HZ<HDU·V <DQJL<LO )HVWLYLWLHVLQ<DUNDQG
 'UDZLQJE\9DVLO\9HUHVKFKDJLQ  3KRWRE\+HQU\'HDV\ 

%D]DDUVTXDUHLQ.DVKJDU7RPE PD]DU RI +D]UDW$IDNQHDU.DVKJDU
 3KRWRE\+HQU\'HDV\ /DWHWKFHQWXU\ 3KRWRE\'DYLG+DQEXU\
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